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The United States Constitution is “a oovenan 
with death, and an agreement with hell.” 





monarchies, or the most aristocratic of republics, was ever 
invested with such an odious and unjust privilege as that 
of the separate and ‘exclusive representation of less than 
half a million owners of slaves, in the Hall of this House, 
in the chair of the Senate, and in the Presidential man- 
sion? This investment of power in the owners of one 
species of property concentrated in the highest authoritics 
of the nation, and disseminated through thirteen of the 
twenty-six States of the Union, constitutes a privileged 
order of men in the community, more adverse to the rights 
of all, and more pernicious to the interests of the whole, 
than any order of nobility ever known. ‘To call govern- 
ment thus constituted a Democracy is to insult the under- 
standing of mankind. . . . It is doubly tainted with the 
infection of riches and of slavery. There is no name in 
the language of national jurisprudence that can define it— 
no model in the records of ancient history, or in the politi- 
cal theories of Aristotle, with which it can be likened. It 
was introduced into the Constitution of the United States 
by an equivocation—a representation of property under the 
name of persons. Little did the members of the Conven- 
tion from the Free States imagine or foresee what a sacri- 
fice to Moloch was hidden under the mask of this conces- 
sion.” —Joun Quincy ADAMS. 
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Refuge of Oppression. 


gov. BANKS ON THE PERSONAL LIBERTY | 





Extract from the Valedictory Address of Hon. N. 
p, Banks, late Governor of Massachusetts, deliver- 
fore both branches of the Legislature, January 


During the first year of my administration, I 
poogmended to the Legislature the revision of the 
\et foe the Protection of Personal Liberty, by the 

‘al of some of its objectionable features. I lim- | 

my objections to such provisions as imposed se- 

i»; disabilities upon the citizens of the Common- | 

ith, in derogation of their rights and its duties to 
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(he amendments I suggested relieved our own 


citizens, who, in the pursuit of their own lawful pur- 
suits, or under the orders of the government itself, | 
might contravene its provisions, and subject them- 


s to expensive prosecutions, or dishonorable dis- 
charge from publie service. It was all I was then 
to obtain from the Legislature. Since this 
riod, the pendency of legislation in harmony with 
the original law has prevented recurrence to this 
subject. ‘The important events of the time now 
imperatively demand further consideration of the 
Legal advice is sometimes sought for the purpose 
of ascertaining to what extent prosecutions can be | 
avoided or impeachment prevented, rather than the 
divovery of what is just and right. Adopting rules 
of construction which would govern States standing 
in jealous or hostile attitude, this Act, as it now 
stands, although operating in an unfriendly spirit 
ayainst one of the laws of the United States, and 
pressing the rights of the States to the extremest lim- | 
its, mieht b& said not altogether to transcend the 
powers of the Legislature. But there is one provision | 
of the habeas corpus Act which cannot, within any | 
reasonable rules of construction, be so regarded. I 
refer to the sections relating to, and regulating, the 
trial by Jury. 
rhe Constitution of the United States declares 
that “ the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall 
not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion 
or invasion the public safety may require it.” It is 
a writ, therefore, to which resort may be had in all 
Cases. 
There are offences, for the punishment of which | 
provision is made by State and Federal governments, | 
ud, in such eases, whenever any person is brought 
betore the courts of this State, it 1s the province of 
the court to recognize the jurisdiction of that gov- 
ernment having the offender in its possession by 
‘ity of arrest or prosecution ; but where the pro- 
itate and jurisdiction is exclusively in either 
government, the other must surrender any claim to 
control the procedure, or qualify the final judgment. 
By the Constitution of the United States: “ No 
person held to service or labor in one State, under 
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in con- 
seqnence of any law or regulation therein, be dis- | 
charged from such service or labor, but shall be de- 


livered up on claim of the party to whom such labor 
or service may be due. 

The Legislature of this State has not attempted 
by legal enactment to give effect to this constitution- 
al provision. It is true, that the statute authorizing 
the writ of Personal Replevin provides, that in pro- 
ceedings under such a writ, if 1t appears “ that the 
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cess, st 








defendant is entitled to the eustody of the plaintiff | 
as his child, ward, servant, apprentice, or otherwise, | 
he shall have judgment for a re-delivery of the body, 
to be held and disposed of according to law.” 

But this statute was not intended to carry into 
execution the constitutional provisions for the rendi- 
tion of fugitive slaves, neither would it be admitted 


{ 


that the courts to which such writ should be return- 
able would be required to return a fugitive slave to 
the person to whom his labor or service might be 
due. Such a disposition would not be “ according 
to law” of this State. We have, therefore, no 

‘law to give effect to this provision-of the Con- 
sutution, and we cannot under our own legislation 
even elaim, as in some other cases, a common juris- 
ciction to be determined by precedence of arrest or 


ther ear 
other cause, 





statut 





_ The Supreme Court of the United States has de- 
cided that the power of legislation upon this subject 
's exclusively in Congress. It declares that the 
“ause of the Constitution contemplates the existence | 
oa positive, unqualified right on the part of the 
owner of the slave, which no State law or regulation 
tan in any way qualify, regulate, control or restrain.” 
Phis opinion was pronounced for the Court by Mr. 

e Story; it has been approved by the Legisla- 
of this State, and confirmed by its Supreme Ju- 
iat Court. Congress has exercised the exclusive | 
power claimed for it, and it must be admitted that | 
ts enactment upon the subject of fugitives frout ser- | 

¢ or Jahor cannot be annulled, restricted, or con- | 
trolled by State legislation. 

I ask then, Senators and Representatives, to look | 
At the operation of the sections of the chapter of the | 
General Statutes, relating to the writ of habeas cor- 
is, to which T have referred. 

In the first place, they refer to fugitive slaves. No | 
presumption shall arise in behalf of the claimant, it | 
is said, “ from proof that the alleged fugitive, or any 
of his ancestors, had been actually held as a slave, 
Without proof that such holding was legal.” (§ 21.) 









“When it appears by the return of the officer, or 
Verwise, that the person, whose restraint or imprison- 
tient is in question, is claimed to be held to service or 
in another State, and to have escaped from such 
“T¥ice or labor, the court or justice shall, on the ap- 
Caen of any party to the proceeding, order a trial 
Y Jury 8 to any facts stated in the return of the officer 
* @teged, and may admit said person to bail in a sum 
hot exceeding two thousand dotlars.” (§ 19.) 

“Tf one jury disagrees, the issue may be submitted 
another jury, or continued to the next term.” (§ 20.) 


labor 


to 


In every ease of disagreement, another jury may 


he ‘ammoned and qualified “forthwith, or at a fu- | 
ire day.” ($ 20.) The court or justice is authorized | 
to admit the person whose service or labor is claimed, | 
tobail. ($19) The jury is authorized to decide 


_ 4s fo any facts stated in the return of the officer or 
rate. «The words “or alleged” must be under- 
»xl to mean, alleged by any party to the proceed- 


Ing: for ¢ 


1 the jury may be demanded by either party. | 
ue coustruction of a law for the protection of per- 
‘onal liberty should be in favor of personal liberty. | 
No constracti fasts » which daGante < ee 
aie on of a statute which defeats its obvious | 
tor ag be authorized or just when a different con- 
will er equally aecordant with the words and sense, 
«,_ wlorce and protect them. The propeeding 
7 aE an ‘ he jury every question involved in the gen- 
tive er ren to the “ proof that the alleged fugi- 

» OF any of his ancestors was or had been held as | 


a slave. ; Pre < 

Mang and that such holding was legal; and the 
A *, DV special provision is it seat eh } 
TS LE Be tere sion, 1s invested with the power | 
of juries | power 


: 1 criminal cases, to decide both the law | 
and the fact.” | 


Tt may be that cases may arise to which these pro- 
visions may be constitutionally applied, but it does 
not seem to me that it can be held, in any view, not 
to interfere with and control the course of procedure, 


under a constitutional provision and statute which | 


the Supreme Court of our own State, and that of 
the United States, hold to be exclusively in the pow- 
er of Congress. 

It is not my purpose to defend the constitutional- 
ity of the Fugitive Slave Act. The omission of a 
provision for jury trial, however harsh and cruel, 
cannot, in any event, be supplied by State legisla- 
tion. 

While I am constrained to doubt the right of this 
State to enact such laws, I do not admit that in any 
just sense it is a violation of the national compact. 
It is only when unconstitutional legislation is en- 
forced by executive authority, that it assumes that 


character, and no such result has occurred in this | 


State. 

No State on the Continent has been more faithful 
to her constitutional duties as a government, and es- 
pecially under the Fugitive Slave Act. Her judicial 
tribunals and her Legislatures have aeqniesced in 
and confirmed the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in the case to which I have re- 
ferred. 

Her highest court has enforced the law of Con- 
gress passed in pursuance of that decision, unnatural 


and unjust as some of its provisions seem to be. She | 


has upheld the decisions of her own courts, recog- 
nized the degrees of the magistrates of the United 
States, and the rights of claimants of other States, 
which deny to our citizens their lawful rights. She 
has sustained them all by the strong arm of execu- 
tive power, though the struggle has chilled her warm 
and generous heart. She has honored, indiscrimin- 
ately with other citizens, those who at the bar en- 
forced the rights of claimants, or as soldiers protected 
them in the possession of property to which they had 
legal rights, but no power to hold. It is true that 


she has not thought it expedient that important of- | 


fices in the State and national governments should 
be filled by the same man at the same time, and I 
cannot but approve her wisdom. 
Not only the courts, but juries, have given unim- 
eachable evidence of their devotion to the law. 


Vhen the master of a vessel kidnapped a colored | 
man in one of the maritime counties, and sent him, | 
without authority, precept, or officer, into slavery, so | 


tenacious was a Massachusetts jury of the rights of 
parties, and so true to their duty as men, that under | 
the instructions of a Judge whom I thought worthy 
of the highest judicial commission, they acquitted | 
the offender, upon the technical plea that the crime | 
was not committed in the same county where the 
cause was tried, seeking to put upon the files of the 
court a verdict that the accused was “ not guilty, by 
want of jurisdiction.” 

It is doubtless true that violence and crime have 
sometimes attended the performance of these harsh 
duties. It is equally true, that the same manifesta- 
tions attend, at times, the execution of our own laws, 
by our own officers. 

It became my duty to recommend to the Legisla- 
ture of 1859, the modification of the law of 1858, 


| citizen of Maine has been put to the blush by the 


wholly unconstitutional and void. They should) 
never have been passed, and ought not to be permit- 
‘ted to remain on our statute book. I denounced 
‘them when they were first projected, and have never 
failed to feel and express a deep regret that any of 
| our people should have been led, by aets of injustice 
on the part of any of our sister States, to retaliate 
by an act of indefensible wrong on our own part.” 
* * * Let us, in coming before the august tri- 
bunal of public opinion, and asking for the best judg- 
ment of the civilized world and of posterity, strip 
ourselves of every impediment which may embarrass 
us in the conflict. et Massachusetts stand erect, 
| conscious not only of the righteousness of her cause, 
but of her fitness for its advocacy.” 
— > 
THe GoverNor oF Maine CONTRIBUTING 
FUNDS TO AID IN STEALING AND RUNNING OFF 
NeGrors! We clip the following from the Rock- 
land Free Press and Democrat :— 





“ Previous to the September election, a gentleman in 
this city, a Democrat, and doing business as a mer- 
| chant, was accosted in his store by one of the Govern- 
| or’s Council of this State. It happens that the mer- 
chant to whom we refer has a partner who is a Repub- 
lican, and the Hon. Councillor made the sad mistake 
of taking the Democrat to be the Republican, and ad- 
dressing him by the name of the latter, introducing to 
him a Mr. , of Syracuse, N. Y. Mr. 
opened his business by saying that he was an agent for 
| the Underground Railroad, that during the past year 
1,000 slaves had been run off from the South into 
| Canada, and that as the business was becoming expen- 
| sive and required a large fund to carry it on, it had be- 
| come necessary to solicit subscriptions from Republi- 
| cans for that purpose. Mr. then produced a 
| book in which were the names of subscribers, and told 
| our Democrat to examine it, which the latter did. To 
| his surprise he found that it contained the names of 
| leading Republic&ns in this city and State, and other 
| States. Among them were 


JOHN A. ANDREW, ... . $2500 
LOT M. MORRILL,..... 5 00.” 


| Here were the subscriptions of the Republican 
| Governor elect of Massachusetts, and the present 
| Governor of Maine, to aid in stealing slaves, and 
| Mr. ———— was going about among the Republicans 
| for further subscriptions. Unless Republicans of this 
city will perjure themselves, we can prove every 
word of this from their own lips. They had the 
| documents shown to them, and some of them con- 

















| tributed. 

This is not the first time that every respectable 
conduct of Lot M. Morrill during his Governorship 
of this State. That pilfered Fast Day Proclamation 
has not yet been forgotten. 

What think you of this, citizens of Maine? How 
does it comport with your honor and dignity to have 
your Governor secretly contribute funds to aid in 
stealing and running off negro slaves? How far 
will the repeal of obnoxious Personal Liberty Bills 
go to restore harmony to a distracted country, when 
Northern Governors and Governors elect are found 
secretly contributing money to thieves and robbers 
to violate plain provisions of the Constitution ? 

This Lot M. Morrill is now a candidate for the 





relating to the high crime of murder, so far as to in- 
clude the murder of an officer in the discharge of 
his duty, by express enumeration, in the class of mur- 
ders of the first degree, and I understand the Attor- 
ney-General renews the recommendation in his re- 
port the present year. It is not remarkable that a 
single officer of the government of the United States 
should incur the dangers that surround our own. It 
was in consequence of these crimes, occurring in the 
execution of National and State legislation, that the 
change in the criminal code was suggested. I do 
not’ hesitate to say, that as a government, in every 
sense, Massachusetts has been faithful to her constitu- 
tional duties. 

It is because she has been thus faithful, that I de- 
sire to see her legislation in harmony with her acts. 
It is because I do not like to see her Representatives 


in Congress, and her sons everywhere, put upon the | 


defensive, when they have just cause to be proud 
of her acts; it is because, in the face of her just 
claims to high honor, I do not love to hear unjust re- 
proaches cast upon her fame, that I say, as | do, in 
the presence of God, and with a heart filled with the 
responsibilities that must rest upon every American 
citizen in these distempered times, I cannot but re- 
gard the maintenance of a statute, whether constitu- 
tional or not, which is so unnecessary to the public 
service, and so detrimental to the public peace, as 
an inexcusable public wrong. I hope by common 
consent it may be removed from the statute book, 
and such guarantees as constitutional freedom de- 
mands, be sought in new legislation. 

It is said, I know with some reason, that no change 
would satisfy men engaged in treason and rebellion. 
We ought to remember, however, that South Caro- 
lina presents this class of laws in her counterfeited 
Declaration of Independence, as the first great 
wrong her people have suffered, and that removal 
will obviate her first cause of complaint which is 
made the basis of every other oubotantive grievance. 

It is said also, that the time is not propitious, that 
it does not become Massachusetts to act under threats. 
Every State maintains its own dignity by do&mg what 
is right. A State that under threats of coercion 
does what is wrong, does not greatly suffer in com- 
parison with another, that under similar plea, refuses 
to do what is right; there is a difference in process, 
but the difference in results is not worth contest. 
Besides, this is not an aecepted American doctrine. 

When France refused to pay an indemnity secured 
to us by treaty, under the pretence that she had been 
threatened with war by a President of the United 
States, her excuse was not received as a sufficient 
explanation. The President threatened her again. 
Congress supported his declarations by a war appro- 
 earsemy and England, as arbitrator, compelled 

‘rance to fulfill her treaty stipulations. In fact, the 
comity of States furnished no good reason for not 


doing what is right; and rulers are permitted less | 


than others to swerve under the influence of bribes 
or menaces from the direct and exact line of right. 

The topic presents considerations of poliey also. 
The difficulty in government, as in life, is to ascer- 
tain what is right. It is easier to follow the line of 
right, than it is to divine it, as wisdom is a higher 


quality than courage ; and the world is full of proofs | 


that an obstinate adherence to that which is imprac- 
ticable, indefensible and immaterial. often compels 
the truest and boldest men to surrender that which 
is just in itself and vital to their canse. Our experi- 
ence in this regard will not differ from that of other 
men. 

o> SSE Ae A Ee 


ANOTHER BASE RECOMMENDATION. 
The Hon. George Ashmun, of Springfield, Mass., 


who presided over the convention that nominated 
Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency, has written a letter 
to Hon. R. C. Winthrop, in which he uses the fol- 
lowing language :— . 

* * * &T say, then, without hesitation, that in 
my judgment the enactments of our Legislature, 
which are intended or calculated to impair the force 


‘ and effect of the fugitive slave acts of Congress, are 


United States Senate, to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, and with 
more than an even chance of an election. If his 
election were doubtful before, this last act of his wifl 
undoubtedly recommend him so highly to the Repub- 
lican members of the Legislature that his success be- 
fore that body can no longer be problematical— 
Bangor ( Me.) Union, Dee. 29th. 


SECESSION MEETINGS. 


A secession mecting was held in Orange county, 
Va., on the 27th ult., at which the following resolu- 
tions were passed :— 





| Resolved, From the proceedings in Congress, and 
| other sources of information, we believe the policy 
of the Republican party will be the coercion of se- 
| ceding States. 
| Resolved, That the union of the South is the safe- 
| ty of the South. 
| Resolved, As the opinion of this meeting, the cot- 
| ton States will secede ; that their destiny is our des- 
tiny; and that Virginia should retire before the 4th 
of March next, and place herself at the head of the 
| column. 
Resolved, That every slave State should secede 
| before the 4th of March, and co-operate afterwards. 
| Resolved, That, with a united South, Abraham 
| Lincoln will not make war upon fifteen States; but 
| should he do so, may God detend the right! 
| Resolved, That be a committee to raise a 
| thousand dollars to assist in the equipment and pur- 
chase of arms for the county of Orange. 


A meeting of the advocates of immediate and sep- 
| arate secession was held in New Orleans on the 25th 
| ult., and was largely attended. The following reso- 
| lutions were passed :— 

| Resolved, ‘Chat the people of Louisiana tender to 
| their brothers of South Carolina congratulation and 
| God-speed in the glorious career upon which they 
| have entered, and in hailing their noble State as a 
jnew and independent power, send her this word 
|from the Commercial Emporium of the South :— 
“We are patriots, treading fast in your honored 
| steps, and shall co-operate speedily with you in build- 
| ing up a new confederation, which shall bring us safe- 
| ty and honor, from the crumbling materials of the 
| old one, which now seeks to degrade, dishonor and 
| oppress us, when we have sECEDED from it, and can 
; meet you as only sovereign can meet a sovereign.” 
Resolved, That the guns of old Fort Moultrie and 
| those of the plains of Chalmette, which spoke so elo- 
|quently in 1776 and 1815, in behalf of liberty and 
| independence, will speak again louder and deeper, 





| and in unison, should the integrity of Southern soil 
| be menaced. < 

| Resolved, That as Napoleon said of the Empire, | 
| the Confederation of the South is PEACE—peace by | 
| every exertion of moderation, forbearance and pa- | 
| triotism; peace, until the last resources of argument 
/are exhausted; but come unhappily the other alter- 
| native, of which there are at tunes threats, it will 
| hot find unprepared a people 


| “——— Who know their rights, 


And knowing dare maintain.” 





SECESSION CONSUMMATED. 


Yankee Doodle took a saw, 
With patriot devotion, 
To trim the Tree of Liberty, 
According to his “notion!” 
Yankee Doodle on a limb, 
Like another noodle, 
Cut betiveen the tree and him, 
And down came Yankee Doodle! 


Yankee Doodle broke his neck, 
Evers bone about him, 

And then the Tree of Liberty 
Did very well without him! 








” 
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—New York Journal of Commerce. 


Seilections. 


TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


Unnaprry Man!—<And is this to be the end of 
the disgraceful Administration with which, for our 
ins, you have been permitted to curse this long- 
uffering people? Is it not enough that by your 
aismanagement millions have been lavished in futile 
xpeditions, that by your corruption untold amounts 
fthe public money have rewarded your political 
yartisans ? And now, as the day hastens when you 
we to resign the guardianship of the Temple of 
American Liberty, with which you were foolishly 
ntrusted, will you pull down its pillars, and bury us 
a its ruins ? 

I shall not aftempt to confute the transparent 
ophistry by which you, in your Message, and the 
Attorney General of the United States—I mean the 
Attorney General of James Buchanan—would de- 
eive an outraged people. Is any man so foolish as 
© suppose that you deceive yourself by your false 
issues of “ War against a State,” and other such 
ssumptions ? 

You have nothing to do with “ States,”"—you are 
‘quired to punish TRAITORS! But not only would 
‘ou try to persude us that you have no authority 
o punish treason, but, doing as much as in you lies 
o destroy the last hope of the Nation—the courage 
md energy of Congress—you strive to emasculate 
ur National Representatives by terrifying them 
ato the mortal tremor which convulses your own 

ust person. Nor do you stop here! You fling 

“Parthian dart” behind you, in your ignominious 
light, aimed at the next Administration, by de- 
laring that unless those States which are alleged to 
‘ave passed laws deemed by some unconstitutional, 
hall repeal these laws, the Southern States will be 
ustified in resisting the Federal Government ! 

Monstrous doctrine! As if every well-instructed 
‘hool-boy did not know that is is the province of | 
he Supreme Judicature, not that of any particular | 
state, to decide whether laws are or are not uncon- | 
titutional! And yet, almost in the same breath, | 
‘ou tell us, despite these local laws, that in every | 
ase which has occurred under your Administration, 

| 
} 
| 
} 














he Fugitive Slave Law has been enforced! If it 
ve right for two or three hands to contribute to the 
1anufacture of a document signed by one person, | 
arely it is not unreasonable to ask that the signer 
hall at least read what has been inserted into his 
pecial “ Message” by others :—otherwise, strange | 
ontrasts of fabric, texture and color will be apt to | 
trike unpleasantly the public eye. j 

Sir! have you not lent yourself—I should say your | 
igh office—to the purposes of one portion of the | 
“onfederacy in antagonism to the other? Have | 
‘ou not demanded +» *in concessions by the North, 
vith the threat—* Give them this, or they will de- | 
troy your country, and I will let them destroy it!” | 
Jut, not to enter into a consideration of this phase | 
of the question, m@\ . be permitted to ask—Who is 
it that with Pharisaical scrupulosity refuses to use 
am item of power with which, as he untruly asserts, | 
he is no! clothed. by law? Listen, ye disciples of 
Grotius, of Wheaton and Vattel! It is the same 
inan who, in the famous (I mean infamous) Ostend 
Manifesto, openly advocated the robbery of Cuba 
from Spain, provided that robbery were deemed by 
the United States essential to their interests! He 
would break. all laws, divine and human, national 
and international, to steal territory, but he would 
not deviate fom the code—no, not “in the estima- 
tion of a b: © ’---to save thirty millions of his fellow- 
citizens fra 1 .e peril of anarchy and civil war! 
But we a.’ no use of unlawful authority. Not only 
are you fully invested with authority to punish trai- 
tors, but -ou have solemnly sworn that you will do 
so. When, unhappily for yourself, your country, 
and the cause of liberty throughout the world, you 
were raised to the Prestdency of these United States, 
you took this oath :— 


“T do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute 
the office of President of the United States, and will, 
to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United States.” 

A pretty defender, forsooth, you proved yourself 
to be on the only—or, certainly, the most important 
occasion Which has ever called for your active in- 
terposition! Do you ask for your warrant to re- 
press the Rebellion which is now raging in South 
Carolina? Here it is, in language clear as a sun- 
beam :— 


“The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of | 
the Army and Navy of the United States, and of | 
the Militia of the several States, when called into the | 
netual Service of the United States.”’—Constit. United 
States, Art. IL, Sec. 2. 

Therefore, he has power to call upon the Army 
and Navy of the United States, the Militia of each 
State, and every man in every State, to aid him in 
punishing offences against the United States. 

What is the intended offence of South Carolina. 
and pres of other States? Treason—according 
to the explicit definition of the Constitution of the 
United States :— 


“ Art. 3, Sec. 3. ‘Treason against the United States | 
shall consist only in levying War against them, or in 
adhering to their enemies, giving them Aid and Com- 
fort,” &e. 





_ Now is it not certain that “ TREASON AGAINST the 
Unitep Srartes, i.e., that LEVYING WAR AGAINST | 
the Unrrep States, has occurred in South Caro- | 
lina, and that traitors are openly enlisted to resist | 
the laws of the United States? And is it not 
equally certain that it is the duty of the President 
ot the United States (who is now leaving a few | 
hundred of his own soldiers to be murdered by a} 
mob!) to immediately despatch an armed force to | 
punish every traitor in that State, or in any other 
State? Do you tell us that it is for Congress to de- 
cide when the time has arrived to use force in sup- 
pression of treason? I answer that the Constitu- 
tion and the Supreme Court of the United States | 
tell you otherwise :— 


“ Article I., Section VIII, Clause 15. To provide 
for calling forth the Militia, to execute the laws of the 
Union, Mg paw insurrections and repel invasions.” 

Judicial Constructions.—“ The act of 1795 which con- 
fers powers on the President to call forth the Militia in 
certain exigencies is Constitutional ; and the President | 
is the exclusive and final judge whether the exigency 
has arisen.’’"—Martin #. Moit, 12 Wh. 19. 
wo Hist. and Analysis of the Constit., pp. 128, 


_ Now, as you have already declared that traitors 
in South Carolina are, or soon will be, in a state of 
open rebellion against the United States, it will not 
answer to pretend that the exigency has not arisen. 
Never in the history of Rebellion was there a clearer 
case of duty,—never a more cowardly or criminal 
neglect of duty! And what is the consequence of 
the miserable ‘submission to treason preached to us 
by the CommanpeEr-1n-CHIEF OF THE ARMY AND 
NAVY oF THE Unirep States? Other States— 





| are fitted! 


}our children’s children,—it shall be told to those 


| children—perhaps distracted by anarchy, or mana- 


| judgment of God,” the indignation of the world, the 


| My punishment is greater than I can bear!” 


| ing with the shades of the great Apostles of Liberty, 


| Till he shall make his exit from the Executive chair, 


its territory is dear to us, and the Union 


no, traitors in and representing other States—now 
openly avow their intention to “secede” from a 
Government which (and it is no marvel!) they de- 
spise ; and traitors in, and representing New York, 
avow their intention to cut off the city of New 
York from the State of New York! Let Congress 
act, and that with vigor, and if our representatives 
falter, for fear of not being able to find an execu- 
tive arme to carry out the laws—if President and 
Vice President refuse to obey the orders of Con- 
gress lawfully expressed—let us, in our hour of 
peril, be cheered by the public declaration of the 
General-in-Chief, hoary in the service of his coun- 
try, that as the President of the United States has 
abandoned the Constitution, and practically de- 
serted his post in the hour of trial, he, WiNFreELD 
Scorr, GENERAL-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMY AND 
Navy or THE Unitrep States, stands ready, at 
the bidding of Congress, to carry out the laws of 
the United States! For it will be seen that the 
wisdom of our Fathers provided for just such an 
emergency as that which is now upon us. Section 
L., Article 2, of the Constitution, enacts that— 


“In case of the removal of the President from office, 
or of his Death, Resignation, or Jnability to discharge 
the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the same shall 
devolve on the Vice President, and Congress may, by 
Law, provide for the case of the Removal, Death, 
Resignation, or Ixasriiry both of the President and 
Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then 
act as President, and such officer shall act accordingly, 
until the Disability be removed, or“a President shall 
be elected.” 


“TNaniLity ” to discharge the powers and duties 
of his office, the naminal President of the United 
States has already pleaded. Then let the Constitu- 
tional remedy be at once applied. Let General 
Scott be clothed by Congress with authority to exe- 
cute the laws, and punish treason and traitors 
wherever found in this Republic! 


And as for you, unhappy old man! well had it 
been for your long-abused and now betrayed coun- 
try, that you had never been born, or had remained 
in peaceful obscurity, engaged in the unostentatious 
discharge of those humble duties for which alone you 
But obscurity, alas! can never more be 
yours! Should the United States now perish, by 
your treachery, be assured that when the history of 
this once glorious Confederacy shall be written—this 
once happy Republic, the blessings of which were 
designed by our fathers for us, for our children, and 


cled by despotism—that when the citadel of Constita- 
tional Liberty was intrusted to your care, you, on 
the first approach of danger, not only deserted your 
vost, but bound your country hand and foot, and 
asely delivered it to its enemies! 
Think not, unhappy old man, “ to escape the just 


scorn and loathing of posterity! Surely, if any suf- 
ferer since the hour of bitterness of the first fratri- 
cide can take up Ais lamentation, you may well ex- 
claim with him, even as regards this world only, 


But, oh, the “ something after death”! The meet- 


who founded and cemented with their blood and 
tears, the Republic which you are about to permit to 
perish before your eyes! How will you meet the 
awful gaze, the dread reproach, of Washington, of 
Franklin, of Hamilton, of Jefferson, of Jackson, 
when the story of your shame, and the destruction 
of your country’s liberties, shall be rehearsed in the 
solemn convocation of the departed! How can you 
anticipate the damning record of history :— 

AFTER EIGHTY YEARS OF PROSPERITY ACHIEVED 
by the LABors, the surFERINGS and the BLOOD of 
THOUSANDS, the AMERICAN Repustic fell, without 
a blow, through the cowardice and treachery of its 
fifteenth President, James Buchanan! Let it not 
be added—* and through the criminal supineness of 
the thirty-sixth Congress !” 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


> 


STAND . FIRM. 





The time is rapidly approaching when that which 
is noble, just and true, shall be applauded and ac- 
cepted joyfully by the people. Wieked rulers and 
political demagogues will then, each and all, be con- 
signed to their own place, without influence or power. 
We wait now patiently through the present raging 
conflict, trusting in the Supreme Ruler of nations, 
knowing that all things shall work together for our 
good. We appeal, therefore, particularly, to every 
busiz:ess man In the nation who has faith in moral 
principle, in humanity, in justice, in God, to stand 
firm in this hour of trial. If you waver, if you are 
afraid of the loss of business, of the wasting of prop- 
erty, of the fall of stocks, or even of bankruptcy, you 
are not worthy of the inheritance of our Pilgrim Fa- 
thers. They were willing to forsake houses and 
lands, wife and children, and every earthly good, 
and poured out their lite-blood in order to secure the 
blessings which we hitherto have enjoyed. Shall we 
imitate their example, or shall we with ignoble pur- 
pose surrender forever all they so gloriously achieved, 
and lay ourselves on the altar of injustice, and be a 
willing sacrifice te the arch enemy of freedom ? 
NrEveR—we say, NEVER! There were traitors in 
the days of the Revolution, and there are traitors 
now ; and history will point to James Buenanan, the 
present Executive of the nation, as the traitor-in-chief 
of our glorious Republic. He shall be classed with 
Benedict Arnold, but shall have a lower place than 
he, for as our President, he has sworn to be our pro- 
tector ; he has solemnly covenanted before God and 
the people that he would enforce the laws, support 
the Constitution, and be a minister of justice to all. 
He has broken his oath, he is a’self-convicted perju- 
rer before God and man, and as such his name shall 
be branded with infamy, henceforth and forever. 
No earthly power can prevent it. He is forsaken by 
his own counsellors, his own friends, and his own 

arty, throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
Never have we heard any ruler, of any nation, so 
universally condemned. His character—and we 
wish it distinctly understood that we speak of him 
only in his official relations—is execrated and de- 
spised from one end of the nation to the other. He 
does not please the North nor the South, the East 
nor the West—nobody. Thank God, the days of his 
madness, his timidity, and his folly are nearly ended. 


we implore patience and kindness, but a firmness 
which shall be as immovable as the Alleghanies or 
the Granite Hills. ‘Though countless millions be lost, 
though property depreciate, though stocks and bonds 
continue to fall, though civil war shall rage, and our 
enemies force us into blood, and the nation be turned 
into sadness and mourning—rather than todo wrong, 
to permit injustice, to countenance oppression, to 
forsake our principles,let us be willing to imitate our 
Fathers—glorious names of the Revolution—and, if 
need be, Jay down our lives. If it is possible, we will 
have peace, for we love our country. Every foot of 


torn asunder by our hands. We love the people, 
North and South, and will not invade the rights of a 
single human being. We love the bond as well as 
the free, for all are made in God's image, and all are 
to assemble, at last, before the same tribunal of im- 
partial justice, to receive their own reward, whatev- 
er it may be, without regard to name, color, or any- 
thing except their true moral character. Reader, if 
you desire real prosperity, stand firm for the right ; 
if you desire real peace, stand firm; if you desire 
this nation to rise to superior grandeur, stand firm; 
if you sympathize with the whole world, now groan- 
ing and struggling for freedom, stand firm; if you 
desire God’s blessing, stand firm. Stand firm though 
James Buchanan and a whole cohort of other trai- 
tors should ery out compromise, Stand firm in the 
face of threats and denunciation, Stand firm though 
your own friends turn against you. Stand firm 
though recreant ministers call upon you to yield 
“ just once more ” into the arms of the slave gens 
Stand by your principles. Stand by those who will 
be strengthenec by your example, by those who have 
long been co-workers with you in the cause of human 
rights; by those who have long been praying, “ Thy 
kingdom come.” Stand by the men who will soon 
be called to our highest places of trust and of power. 
Stand by the noble, honest, true-hearted President- 
elect, who needs your support, your influence, and 
your prayers. In the name of the oppressed and of 
the down-trodden of earth, of the r and the weak, 
in the name of struggling humanity the world over, 
we beseech you—STAND' FIRM !—New York In- 
dependent. 


NOTES FROM THE OAPITOL. 
BY D. W. 


BARTLETT. 


Wasurnaton, D. C., Dec. 31, 1860. 

We are in the midst of a revolution. Every day 
and every hour unfolds fresh treason and new traitors, 
in the very Goverment itself. Enough has a 
transpired to make it absolutely certain that the Ad- 
ministration anticipated revolution in the slave States 
previous to the Presidential election, and there can 
be no doubt of the fact that prominent members in it 
three months ago began to make preparations for the 
treasonable movement. The Southern forts were 
purposely left defenceless, the arms of the United 
States were sold to the slave States at nominal prices, 
and the most unblushing traitors were left in some of 
the most important Federal offices. That the Presi- 
dent knew revolution was coming is now evident, as 
well as the fact that he sympathized with it, and ne- 
glected to take the proper steps for the defence of the 
public property in the cotton States. I have just 
seen a gentleman who has been spending a fortmght 
in Charleston, having left there two or three days 
since. He says that the people of Charleston boast 
that they have in their possession letters from the 
President, in which he openly pledges uimself not to 
re-enforce Major Anderson. The letters, it is said, 
were given to Messrs. Miles and Keitt several weeks 
ago, and the President is in continual terror lest 
these proofs of his complicity with traitors should get 
into print. Within two days of the writing of this, 
a Southern Senator, enraged at the recent movement 
of Major Anderson, threatened the President to his 
face that, unless the gallant Major was recalled, the 
White House should be burned to the ground! En- 
tirely different were the words of the venerable Gen. 
Scott. Said he to the President, “ Sir, Major An- 
derson has saved the country’s honor, and yours with 
it!” The South Carolina Commissioners demanded 
the recall of Anderson, and for long hours the Presi- 
dent hesitated whether he would comply with that 
demand or not! The Cabinet sat for six hours on 
Friday night, and was about equally divided. Was 
ever imbecility like this known in any civilized gov- 
ernment? These traitors demand of the Govern- 
ment against which they have rebelled, that it shall 
dismantle its fortresses—and that Government dis- 
cusses the demand for hours! Messrs. Holt, Toucey, 
Black, and Stanton were very firm in their support 
of Anderson, while Floyd, Thompson, Thomas, and 
Mr. Buchanan were for either recalling him or or- 
dering him back to Fort Moultrie. So the matter 
stood at midnight on Friday, and Secretary Floyd 
threatened to resign his portfolio if Anderson was 
sustained. A second Cabinet meeting was held early 
on Saturday morning. Meanwhile, the President 
held another long consultation with Gen. Scott, who 
was almost vehement in his defence of Anderson. 
It is rumored that he went so far as to tender his 
resignation if Anderson was reprimanded or ordered 
away from Fort Sumpter. When the Cabinet was 
convened, Mr. Buchanan sided with the Northern 
Members, and the vote stood five to three in faver of 
sustaining the gallant Major who commands at Fort 


Sumpter. Floyd, the Secretary of War, instantly 
resigned. By doing so he has saved himself from the 


consequences of an oflicial investigation into his con- 
duct for two years past. That he is mixed up with 
the corruptions of the Administration, no candid man 
will doubt. » 

That there is a wide-spread conspiracy to prevent 
the inauguration of Mr. Lincoln, can no longer be 
doubted, and so general is the belief in it, that many 
Northern and Western Members of Congress have 
written home for advice, and if needs be, military aid 
to defend the President-elect. A Northwestern Dem- 
ocrat, a Member of Congress, asserts that the deter- 
mination of the secessionists to prevent Lincoln’s in- 
auguration in Washington, has led them to take se- 
cret measures for carrying into effect their murder- 
ous and treasonable purposes, and that more than one 
free State Democrat is engaged in the conspiracy. A 
well-known Western doughface, in Congress, was re- 
cently in Richmond, and came back here boasti 
that the Republicans would never inaugurate their 
President in Washington. It is known here that Ex- 
Governor Wise is at the bottom of this base plot to 
take possession of the Capital, and drive the North- 
ern Members of Congress out of the District. It is 
only carrying out the idea which he prom rated j 
before Mr. Buchanan was elected; and the Richmond 
Enquirer, edited by his son, issues its a Is daily, 
to the lawless people in Virginia and Maryland, to 
make good the Ex-Governor’s threats. Undoubtedly, 
a secret organization exists with this sincere purpose, 
and some of the coolest and shrewdest Republicans 
here believe the danger to be so great as to demand 
immediate action on the part of the people of the free 
States. No reliance can be placed upon the present 
Administration, to make any pre tions for the oc- 
casion, to ward off the danger. Instead of this, eve 
element of mischief will be let loose. Howell C 
purposely ruined the credit of the country, so that to- 
day it is paying twelve per cent. interest for money. 
I believe the present Secretary of the ‘Treasury taaghe 
in his sleeve over the condition of his de nt. 
The Government is paralyzed, the Federal arm bro- 
ken, and the country di in the eyes of the 
world. This is the object of the Seceders. They 
wish to break down the existing Government, and 
the Administration is doing it as rapidly as possible, 
In a very few weeks more, there will nothing be left 





not be 


worth fighting for, below the slave line—New York 
Independen. 
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MESSAGE OF GOV. ANDREW. 
Extracts from the Address of His Excellency John A. 


‘Andrew, to the two branches of the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, January 5, 1861. 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


The punishment of offenders is perhaps the grav- 
‘est responsibility of civilized society, and in modern 
‘times, the utmost attention of the sincerest thinkers 
‘and observers has been bestowed upon the philoso- 
phy and the phenomena of crime. In order that 
the laws may be both just and humane, it is neces- 
sary that detection and punishment shall be speedy 
and sure, and also that prevention and reform shall 
be secured in the largest measure. The progress of 
civilization steadily diminishes crimes of violence, 
and also steadily discourages punishments of a vio- 
lent, cruel, or sanguinary character. The infliction 
of the penalty of death as a punishment for crime 


~ will one day be discontinued among civilized men. 


Already, philosophers, jurists, and statesmen, in 
large numbers, possessed of the most comprehensive 
experience of human affairs, and clothed with the 
highest authority, have pronounced against it; and 
it will initiate a new era in the progress of Massa- 
chusetts when she shall conform her penal legisla- 
tion to the most enlightened principles of criminal 
jurispradence, and consult her truest safety by its 
abolition. Whenever that event shall occur, whether 
as a private citizen, or in a public capacity, I shall 
respect the intelligence and assent to the policy by 
which it will be accomplished. 


THE PROVISIONS OF THE STATUTES CONCERNING 
PERSONAL LIBERTY: 


1 cannot, however, forget, at this moment, some 
recent impeachments of our —— providing 
safeguards for personal liberty ; but it is impossible 
for me to compress within the restricted space ailow- 
able for the purpose, a review of the objections al- 
leged against that legislation, or even of the reasons 
by which it commends itself to good citizens who 
believe in its propriety. The subject opens too 
broad a field of juridical inquiry and erudition to 
be mapped out on this occasion, But I think that 
if it could be remembered that the liberties of white 
men and of their children are involved in its con- 
sideration, and if it could be forgotten, in the dis- 
cussion, that people of color have an existence, some 
advance wad © thereby be made towards clearing a 
vision now too easily beclouded, touching all matters 
which coneern the African race. 

The governments of the United States and of 
this Commonwealth have codrdinate jurisdiction, 
each within its own sphere, over the same territory. 
When either, by its appropriate officers, has ob- 
tained actual and lawfat custody of a person or of 
property, for the purpose of legal inquiry into the 
title to the property, or the right to hold the person, 
or in order to try that person for crime, the person 
or the property, until that investigation shall be 
completed, is withdrawn from the exercise of the 
corresponding jurisdiction of the other government. 
This is implied from the very coéxistence of the 
two governments in federal relationship, and it is 
rarely expressed in the statutes of either, although 
it applies with equal force to both. It does not de- 
pend upon any supremacy or preference of the one 
yovernment over the other, but upon the naked 
question which of them first acquires jurisdiction of 
the subject-matter to be determined. 

The application of this principle to the provisions 
of the General Statutes of Massachusetts concern- 
ing the writ of habeas corpus, relieves them from all 
constitutional objection. Although our Statutes in 
terms require this writ in all cases, except of im- 
prisonment or restraint by a sheriff or similar officer 
of the Commonwealth, to be addressed to the sherifls 
and their deputies, (as being the appropriate officers 
to execute the process of the Commonwealth,) and 
to direct them to take the body of the person al- 
leged to be restrained of his leberty, as well as to 
summon the person who is alleged to restrain him ; 
yet, if the person so restrained is held be a marshal 
of the United States, by virtue of a lawful war- 
rant from a judge or other authorized oflicer of 
the United States, for the purpose of conducting 
any legal inquiry, he cannot be taken out of the 
custody of the United States until the hearing upon 
that question has been finished, and the result de- 
elared. The most that can be done is to summon 
the marshal to appear and show the cause of the 
restraint; and this summons the marshal is bound by 
his duty as a citizen and a subject of the State to 
obey. If he shows a process issued by lawful au- 
thority, valid to hold his prisoner, the State Court 
cannot take the prisoner from his custody for the 

rpose of a further exercise of its jurisdiction. 

ut if the process, being produced, proves to be in- 
valid or insufficient for the purpose for which it is 

roposed to be used, or if an alleged fugitive is not 
in the custody of an officer of the United States, 
but in that of a private person, there is nothing in 
the Constitution or Laws of the United States to 
prevent the trial by the State Courts upon habeas 
corpus, or other appropriate process, of the right of 
restraint alleged; and in such cases, the modes of 
proceeding and rules of evidence are to be deter- 
mined by the Constitution and Laws of the State. 

By the Massachusetts Declaration of Rights, 
“each individual of the society has a right to be 
protected by it in the enjoyment of his lite, liberty, 
and property, according to standing laws,” and 
“every subject of the Commonwealth ought to find 
a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, 
for all injuries and wrongs which he may receive in 
his person, 7 or character. He ought to ob- 
tain right and justice freely, and without being 
obliged to purchase it; completely, and without any 
denial; promptly, and without delay ; conformably 
to the laws.” The Legislature, in contormity to the 
spirit of the Constitution, and knowing that obscure 
and friendless inhabitants of the Commonwealth are 
most in danger of being unlawfully deprived of their 
freedom, have taken measures ® secure to every 
person seized or in danger of being seized as a fugi- 
tive from service, a fair and impartial trial; and 
have also imposed an adequate punishment upon 
any one who shall undertake to remove from the 
State any person in the peace thereof and not a 
fugitive from his service, “ on the prelence” that he 
is such a fugitive, “or with the intent to subject 
him” to slavery. By the well settled principles of 
the criminal law, and the ordinary rules of con- 
struction of penal statutes, the unlawful intent must 
concur with the unlawful act, in order to subject any 
individual to the penalties of this statute. 

In 1842, the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in the case of Prigg vs. The Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, declared that “every State is per- 
fectly competent, and has the exclusive right to pre- 
scribe the remedies in its own judicial tribunals, to 
limit the time as well as the eae of redress, and to 
deny jurisdiction over cases which is own policy and 
its own institutions either prohibit QR DISCOUNTE- 
wance.” And again, the Court in the same case 
says, that “the States cannot be compelled to en- 
force them, [i. e., the provisions for the surrender of 
fugitives from labor,] and it might well be deemed 
an unconstitutional exercise of the power of in- 
terpretation, to insist that the States are bound to 

rovide means to carry into effect the duties of the 

ational Government, nowhere delegated or in- 
trusted to them by the Constitution.” And again, 
the Court says, in allusion to the powers conferred 
upon State magistrates by the fugitive act of 1793, 
that as to the authority “conferred upon State mag- 
istrates, while a difference of opinion has existed, 
and may exist still, on the point in different Siates, 
whether State magistrates are bound to act under it, 
none is entertained by this Court that State magis- 
trates may, if they choose, exercise that authority, 
unless prohibiled by Siate legislation.” 

This decision not only frees the individual States 
from all action in the matter, but also expressly 
recognizes the power of the States to prohibit action 
by their oflicers under the acts of Congress. Ac- 
cordingly, this Commonwealth, soon afterwards, in 
1843, enacted the statute popularly known as the 
“Latimer law,” and made it penal for any of its 
officers to aid in the capture or detention of a per- 
son claimed as a fugitive from service ; and, in 1855, 
it enlarged its legislation upon this subject, by the 
addition of more comprekeusive and stringent pro- 
visions, framed in the same spirit and for the same 

urpose. But in 1858,in order to prevent any con- 
usign or uncertainty in the minds of the militia, 
which might arise from the idea of a divided duty, 
it imposed the responsibility for violations of these 
Statutes by the militia, solely upon their command- 
ing officers, by providing that their prohibitions and 
penalties shall “not apply to any act of military 
obedience and subordination performed by any officer 
or private of the militia.” The ibitions thus 
addressed to the civil and military servants of the 
‘Commonwealth, of course do not and cannot apply 
to them in their private capacity as citizens of the 


It is certain that the legislation of Massachusetts 

is intended to be constitutional; and I am bound to 

declare my belief that it has proceeded upon princi- 

ples of the strictest constitutionality. It, however, 

any party to any legal proceeding shall deem him- 

self aggrieved by anything found written in our 

Statutes, we are consoled by the knowledge that he 

has access to judicial tribunals which will bestow 

most intelligent and conscientious attention to his 

complaint. Whatever legal truth the judicial mind 

may perceive in this or in any other regard, will be 

declared, because the judiciary exists, not to make 

the law, but to expound it. 

There can be no doubt that the first and most 

sacred duty of government is to protect the lives 

and liberties of subjects. I believe that every person 

who is prima facie free, being in possession of his 

liberty and claiming title thereto; that every nt 

being in possession of his child; or guardian ane 

custody of his minor ward, has a right to a judicial 

vindieation of his rights in that regard, whenever 

and wherever they are practically drawn in ques- 

tion. And I do not think that a certificate issued to 

authorize a person from California to seize and carry 

away, as des for his fugitive apprentice, the child of 
a white inhabitant of Massachusetts, (which certifi- 
cate may, under the Fugitive Act of 1850, be issued 
without any previous notice to, or hearing of the 

child or its parent.) can bar the right of such child 

or pan to a determination, by a competent tribu- 
nal, of the right of the child to be retained in this 
community, trom which, perhaps, he may never 
have departed since the hour of his birth. So, too, 
I deny that a certificate so issued to a person from 
Massachusetts, authorizing him to seize and carry 
away, as and for his fugitive apprentice, the slave of 
an inhabitant of Georgia, (which certificate may, 
under the Fugitive Act of 1850, be issued without 
any previous notice to the master,) can bar the 
right of such master to a determination, by a compe- 
tent tribunal, of his right to retain his slave under 
the local law of Georgia; and the trial may, in 
either case, be had in any competent forum within 
the jurisdiction where the person may thus be seized. 
The Constitution of the United States, while it pro- 
vides for the surrender of persons charged with 
crime, who have fled from one State into another, 
nevertheless, when it speaks of fugitives from labor, 
expressly restricts the authority to surrender to the 
instances of those only who were held to-service or 
labor, and who did flee ; and the right of a person to 
reclaim an alleged fugitive from his service must 
always be subordinate to the original, prior, indetea- 
sible right of every freeman to his liberty,—to its 
preservation, to its instant and constant assertion, 
and to all the defences of it which ypertain to the 
institutions of the Common Law. ‘The proceedings 
under the Fugitive Act of 1850 are not judicial, 
and they are not adapted to determine the questions 
of right which arise whenever a free man or the 
wrong man is innocently seized, or recourse is had to 
the arbitrary provisions of the Act itself by mere kid- 
nappers, for nefarious purposes. On the propriety of 
exerting all the constitutional power which we possess, 
(but none other than that,) for the protection of the 
liberties of the people of the Commonwealth against 
kidnappers, there can be no debate; and its neces- 
sity is illustrated by the surrender of persons claimed 
as fugitive slaves under the Act of 1850, who are 
known to have been free. In one case which I re- 
call, the Commissioner denied to the accused person 
time to send for his free papers, and declared that 
they would not be admissable on such a hearing. In 
another instance, the person carried off was found 
by the claimant, as soon as he saw him, to be the 
wrong man, and was honestly allowed to regain his 
liberty. In still another, a woman who is ascer- 
tained to be of unmixed Caucasian blood, with her 
daughter and grandson, were saved by ransom, only, 
from the operation of a decision directing their ren- 
dition into slavery. And, I may add, that, in at 
least one case in this Commonwealth, a man was 
sent out of our jurisdiction, as a slave, the warrant 
against whom did not appear on its face to have 
been issued by any magistrate authorized by the 
Act of Congress. 

Suggestions are sometimes urged that great con- 
cessions should be made as matter of comity between 
States. But I do not understand that any State 
demands, or that any State can consent to, the ren- 
dition of free persons into slavery. This whole 
matter, however, involves no question of comity or 
inter-State politeness. It is a naked question of 
right between private persons, and of duty between 
the Commonwealth and its subjects; and all such 
rights can be protected by preserving a logical con- 
sistency, and not assigning to the certificate of a 
Commissioner a character to which it does not even 
pretend, viz: that of a record of a judgment set- 
tling the contlicting rights and titles of contending 
parties, 

Supposing, however, that our legislation in this 
behalf is founded in mistake, the ‘Legislature will 
only have endeavored to perform their duty towards 
the citizen, whom they were bound to shield from 
unlawful harm. The power to obtain the judgment 
of the Court affords ample redress to all claimants. 
Should a critical examination disclose embarrass- 
ment in raising and reserving questions of law for 
the appropriate tribunals, the Legislature will read- 
ily repair the error. 

In dismissing this topic, I have only to add that, 
in regard not only to one, but to every subject bear- 
ing on her Federal relations, Massachusetts has al- 
ways conformed to her honest understanding of all 
constitutional obligations—that she has always con- 
formed to the Judicial decisions—has never threat- 
ened either to nullify or to disobey—and that the 
decision in one suit fully contested, constitutes a 
precedent for the future. 

I submit these remarks and the subject to the 
wisdom and candor of the Legislature. 

MASSACHUSETTS AND VIRGINIA. 

A suit is now pending in Virginia, arising out of 
an Act of her Legislature by means of which a citi- 
zen of Massachusetts was subjected to the forfeiture 
of his vessel while trading at the port of Norfolk, a 
few years since. By that Act, our coasters are an- 
nually large pecuniary sufferers. This Common- 
wealth has heretofore made the needful appropria- 
tions for the defence against the suit referred to. 
It was argued betore the Court of Appeals nearly a 
year ago, but a decision there has not yet been 
reached. In the opinion of eminent counsel in Vir- 
ginia, the Statute in question violates both the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and also that of Vir- 
ginia herself. I recommend an appropriation to de- 
iray the expense of a writ of error, and an argument 
thereon betore the Supreme Court of the United 
States, if the cause shall be decided against the de- 
fendant in the courts of Virginia. 

= Na eet cia 


WHO HAVE DONE IT. 


Tt is not the agitation at the North which excites 
our slaves and alarms our citizens. Jt is the agita- 
tion of the subject in the South which we have cause to 
dread. The Democratic party is the true source of 
our present troubles. It is the Democratic speeches 
and papers which have excited our negroes. They 
never hear anything from the Northern Abolition- 
ists. Their notions of freedom have been gained 
through Democratic sources. They hear the Demo- 
cratic speeches, they read the Democratic papers. 
These teem with incendiary assertions about negro 
suffrage and equality which the success of the Re- 
publicans would bring about. We know that, in 
this county, the Democrats have repeatedly ‘declared, 
upon the stump and in the presence of negroes, that if 
the Republicans were elected, the negroes would be set 
at liberty, be permitted to vote, and would marry our 
daughters. Yt was only a few days since we heard 
the very leader of the party in this county declare, 
in our public streets, and in the presence of some 
negroes who were standing by, that the Republicans 
intended to let the negroes vote. “Those who hear 
the incendiary declarations of these men, communi- 
cate them to the rest of their color, and when their 
expectations are so excited that they become aroused 
to violence, we are told that the Republicans have 
done it—that Northern agitation is the true source of 
our trouble. Let the responsibility rest where it be- 
longs. The Northern agitators have had no hand 
in the matter. The agitation might go on at the 
North until doomsday, without any injury to our 
slaves. Our negroes never read the Northern pa- 
pers, nor hear the Northern orators. They read 
these things from Democratic papers, and hear them 
from Democratic speakers. We fasten upon them, 
therefore, the charge of being the authors of our 
calamities —Cambridge (Md.) Intelligencer. 

Pender f 

GexeraL Woot on tHe Crisis. The Troy 
Daily Times contains two letters from Gen. Wool, 
taking strong ground in favor of the Union, and in 
favor of sustaining Anderson in his position at Fort 
Sumter, and earnestly urging that a firm ground be 
adopted to put down rebellion. 
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Che Liberator. 


No Union with Slaveholders! 
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SPECIAL NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Delinquent subscribers for the past year,—that is, 
from January 1, 1860, to January 1, 1861,—are re- 
spectfully requested to remember our STANDING RULE, 
by which their papers will be discontinued after Feb- 
ruary 1, 1861, unless payment for the same be previous- 
ly sent in. We shali be extremely sorry to lose a 
single subscriber in this manner, especially at this 
crisis in our national affairs ; but, as our printed terms 
indicate that payment is to be made in advance, we are 
sure if, instead of rigidly exacting it, we allow (as we 
do) a credit of fourteen months to delinquents, they can have 
no cause of complaint when their papers are stopped 
for omitting to make settlement; yet, with all this in- 
dulgence, we have known various instances in which 
such persons have taken this treatment almost as a 
personal affront! What ideas have they of the sacred- 
ness of contracts? And, surely, our subscription list 
is always too limited to make us willingly lose a single 
subscriber. Exceptional cases there will be, calling 
for special consideration ; but it is absolutely necessa- 
ry that we should abide by the rule we have laid 
down, to prevent losses which cannot be borne. 
a ee 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Twenty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the Massa- 
cuusetTts Anti-Stavery Society will be held at 
the TREMONT TEMPLE, in Boston, on Tuurspay 
and Fripay, January 24th and 25th, commencing at 
half past 10 o’clock, A. M. 

The members and friends of the Society are ur- 
gently requested to make the attendance on their part 
larger than ever before seen since its formation. In 
view of the position of the Anti-Slavery cause, and of 
the state of the nation, it will be the most important 
anniversary the Society has ever held. ‘Troublous as 
is the aspect of things, it is a sure indication that the 
cause of impartial freedom is moving onward with ir- 
resistible power, and that the day of jubilee is rapidly 
approaching, to be succeeded by universal joy, peace 
and prosperity. For nothing disturbs the repose, 
deranges the business, assails the interest, dishonors 
the character, and imperils the existence of the re- 
public, but SLAVERY. Freedom, and the love of it, 
and the advocacy of it, and the uncompromising sup- 
port of it, without regard to color or race, can never 
work ill to whatever is just, honest, noble, humane, 
and Christ-like. It is not the Abolitionists, who sim- 
ply espouse the cause of God’s poor and needy and 
oppressed, that it may go well with our land, but the 
Southern slaveholders and slave-breeders, who traftic 
in human flesh and enslave even their own blood-kin- 
dred, and who hate every thing that savors of liberty, 
who have brought the nation into its present distracted 
and distressful condition ; for theirs-is the spirit which 
chooses “ rather to reign in hell than serve in heaven.” 

Come, then, friends of freedom, to the Anniversary, 
strong in the righteousness of your cause, serene and 
undaunted in spirit, and resolute in your purpose to 
scek the speedy removal of the cause of all our na- 
tional suflering and danger! 

Able and eloquent speakers will be present as usual. 
[The list will be given hereafter.] 

In behalf of the Society, 
FRANCIS JACKSON, Presideni. 

Roserr F. Wauccut, Secretary. 





ERROR AND CORRECTION---PROPHECY AND 
FULFILMENT. 

The agitations of this period, and the increasingly 
desperate position of the Slave Power, have of late 
brought out a crop of actively pro-slavery sermons 
trom Northern clergymen. I propose here to notice 
one of the many and monstrous misrepresentations ina 
sermon of this sort, preached on Sunday, December 9th, 
in the First Presbyterian Church, (O. 8S.) at Brooklyn, 
N. Y., by its Pastor, Rev. Henry J. Van Dyke. 

Mr. Van Dyke quotes a passage, speaking reproach- 
fully of the Abolitionists, from a work “ published in 
the year 1836,” by Rev. Dr. Channing, of Boston, 
“ whose name is a tower of strength to the Abolition 
cause, and whose memory is their continual boast.” 

This is plausible, and well suif€d to mislead the read- 
er, because few persons keep dates accurately enough 
in mind to be aware that Dr. Channing, whose name 
afterwards “ became a tower of strength to the Aboli- 
tionists,”’ was in 1836, and for some years after, their 
decided opponent. He was a moderate and very cau- 
tious man, and, though always a disapprover of slave- 
ry, he came very slowly to a conviction of the energy 
and directness with which a disease so desperate should 
be treated. Dr. Channing became thoroughly con- 
verted to coincidence with the principles and methods 
of Abolitionists only in the last year of his life, and 
this coincidence may be plainly read in his Address at 
Lenox, before the Anti-Slavery Society there, in 1842. 

After quoting the paragraph referred to, of censure 
against the manner in which Abolitionists opposed sla- 
very, Mr. Van Dyke proceeds :— 

“Such is the testimony of Dr. Channing, given in 
the year 1836. What would he have thought and said 
if he had lived until the year 1860?” 

This question is very easily answered. Dr. Chan- 
ning, if permitted to speak to us in the close of 1860, 
the date of Mr. Van Dyke’s sermon, would have said 
that the prophecy was fulfilled which he uttered in 
1837, and which may be read on page 47 of his “ Letter 
to the Hon. Henry Clay, on the Annexation of Texas 
to the United States,” as follows :— 

«My interest in the South strengthens my desire to 
avert the annexation of Texas to the Union. That act, I 
feel, will fix an indelible stain on the South. It will con- 
flict with the generous elements of character, which I take 
pleasure in recollecting there. The South will cease to be 
whatit was. In the period to which 1 have referred, sla- 
very was acknowledged there, to be a great evil. I heard 
it spoken of freely, with abhorrence. The moral sentiment 
of the community on this point was not corrupt. The prin- 
ciples of Mr. Jefferson in relation to it, found a wide re- 
sponse. ‘The doctrine that slavery is a good, if spread by 
the seizure of Texas, will work a moral revolution, the most 
disastrous which ean befal the South. It will paralyze ey- 
ery effort for escape from this enormous evil. A deadly 
sophistry will weigh on men’s consciences and hearts, until 
terrible convulsions,-——God’s just judgments—will hasten the 
deliverance which human justice and benevolence were bound 
te accomplish.” 

How much support is gained from Dr. Channing’s 
opinions, for Mr. Van Dyke’s position, may be seen 
by comparing with this extract the creed of the latter 
gentleman respecting slavery, which is given on page 
14 of his sermon, as follows :— 

“T cordially incline to the current opinion of our Church, 
[the great Presbyterian Church, numerically third in im- 
portance, in the United States] that slavery is permitted 
and regulated by the Divine law, under both the Jewish 
and Christian dispensations, not as the final destiny of the 
enslaved, but as an important and necessary process in their 
transition from heathenism to Christianity.” 

Thus it appears that Mr. Van Dyke’s sermon is part 
of the fulfilment of Dr. Channing’s prediction in 
1837.—c. K. Ww. 

Laisa fale te 


ESSEX COUNTY ANTL-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


We learn that the Essex County Convention at 
Lawrence, Sunday, December 30th, was very fully at- 
tended. ‘Three sessions were held ; in the evening the 
meeting was crowded to overflowing. C. L. Remond 
and A. T. Foss spoke. Good order and spirited en- 
thusiasm prevailed throughout. The following Reso- 
lutions, introduced by Mr. Foss, were passed by a ma- 
jority of three to one in a hand vote. 

Resolved, That the Union of these States was form- 
ed by a compromise of the rights of man, and was 
therefore self-evidently wrong in its inception, and 
could only be disastrous in its progress, and sure of an 
ignominious end. 

Resolved, That a union of slavery and liberty is im- 
possible, and we rejoice in the prospect of a dissolution 
of that abortion called the American Union. 
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FUGITIVE SLAVES AND THE LIBERTY ACT, 
NUMBER 11. 


It is said by the Court, as I noticed in my last com- 
munication, that it is perfectly competent for one 
State to stipulate by a treaty with another to deliver 
up the fugitive slaves of the latter, who may come with- 
in their dominions. It seems to me this doctrine is 
not sound, and would not be maintained, if.there were 
not some lurking notion in the mind of the Court, 
that though slavery is held by them to be “ contrary 
to natural right and the plain principles of justice ” 
in Massachusetts, yet it is not so in the siaveholding 
States themselves ; that what is essentially wrong in | 
some places is essentially right in others. If slavery 
is “contrary to natural right and the plain principles 
of justice ” in South Carolina as well as in Massachu- 
setts, a slave would have a perfect right to make his 
escape from the former State into the laiter one, and we 


' State. 


of slave laws within the State of Massachusetts, the 
relation of master and slave, and the right of property in 
man; and it does this in opposition to the first article 
of the Bill of Rights of this State, which declares 
that “all men are born free and equal, and have cer- 
tain natural, essential and inalienable rights, among 
which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and de- 
fending their liberty.’ This artic e was considered by 
the Court in this very case as abolishing slavery in 
Massachusetts ; and yet, notwithstanding this fact, the 
Court here recognizes the right of one man to con- 
sider another man his slave within the bounds of Mas- 
sachusetts, and, as such, to remove him from this 
If the Constitution of Massachusetts declares 


that ‘all men are free and equal” it declares in effect 


that no man shall be considered and treated as a slave 
within its limits; and it is in direct conflict with 
the provision of the national Constitution authorizing 
the return of fugitive slaves as slaves. It will also be 





should not have the right, by an obedience to the autho- 
rity of the national Constitution on this subject, to send 
him back again to a State where he would again be re- 
duced to the condition of a slave, and be deprived of all 
his rights. The siave owes no allegiance to the State that 
holds him as a slave, neither is he bound by its laws 
made for this purpose; for it is a well settled principle, 
laid down by all jurists, that where protection is not 
ailorded by a government to any of its citizens, no alle- 
giance is due from them. And, certainly, persons 


al, domestic or civil, as slaves are, cannot be considered 
ws protected by the government under which they are 
living. This being the case, they have aperfect right 
to make their escape from the State holding them in 
bondage, and no State or individual has the right, 
under any constitution or provision of law, to place 
them back again in this state of bondage ; but, on the 
contrary, have a perfect right to assist the fugitive to 
make his escape ; for it is a self-evident proposition, 
that what one man has a right to do, another man has 
the right to assist him in doing. 

But, further, the slave, owing no allegiance to the 
slave State, and receiving no protection from it, is 
thrown upon his natural rights, one of which rights is, 
the right of defending his life, his liberty and his pro- 
perty from any assailant by violence, and even by the 
death of the assailant, if necessary, whether he be an 
officer of the law or any other individual, who endeav- 
ors to deprive him of his liberty; for, as the law will 
not protect him, he must protect himself, if necessary, 
and cannot be held accountable by any law for any vi- 
olence which he may practice which is necessary to 
effect this purpose. He is in the same condition that 
a person would be in, who was living in a state of na- 
ture, as savages, for instance, before a civil govern- 
ment was organized. 

It is true, that in giving their decision in the case 
before it, the Court say, that “such a stipulation (to 
return the fugitive slave agreeably to the Constitution) 
would be highly important and necessary to secure 
peace and harmony between adjoining nations, and to 
prevent collisions and border wars. It would be no 
encroachment on the rights of the fugitive, for mo 
stranger has a just claim to the protection of a foreign 
State against its will, especially where such a claim to 


by its own laws and treaties who may come to reside 
and seek shelter within its limits.’? 

There are two distinct propositions involved in the 
language here quoted, and it is necessary to examine 
them separately. One is, that a stipulation in a treaty 
to deliver up fugitive slaves might be necessary to 
prevent wars. The other is, that every State has the 
right to determine what class of persons it will permit 
to come and take up their residence with them. 

As to the first, the necessity of such a stipulation to 
prevent wars. If each State has a right to determine 
its own institutions and laws, and what class of per- 
sons shall be permitted to come into its dominions, 
and be admitted to the rights of freemen and citizens, 
it is obvious that its determination to receive a certain 
class, and admit them to these privileges, as, for in- 
stance, those who have been accounted slaves in anoth- 
er State, cannot be any invasion of the rights of this 
latter State, or be a just cause of complaint or of war 
on its part; for one State, as Massachusetts, for in- 
stance, has the same right to determine what particu- 
lar class of men, as the colored men, shall be treemen 
in Massachusetts, as South Carolina has a right to de- 
termine that they shall be slaves in South Carolina. 
And the former State has also the same right to de- 
cide that it will allow these colored men to come and 
reside among them, with the privileges of citizens, as 
the latter has to determine that these colored men, 
while within their boundaries, shall be considered 
slaves, and treated as such. Iam now speaking of the 
political rights of States, and not of their moral 
right, for, according to the latter, I do not believe that 
the institution of slavery can be sustained in any 
State whatever. If these remarks are sound, as I 
think they are, there is no just cause for war in the 
case, for there would be no encroachment of one State 
upon the rights of another. 


The second proposition advanced by the Court is, 
that a State has a right to determine what class of per- 
sons it will permit to come and take up their residence 
among them, and have, as a consequence, the right to 
exclude fugitive slaves. Now this, as a general propo- 
sition, and without limitation or qualification, I should 
dispute, when regarded in a moral point of view. 
There may be cases which would justify a State in re- 
fusing to allow a certain description of persons to come 
into its dominions and reside within them. It may 
refuse to allow paupers to come into it from another 
State, when they will become chargeable within it. 
or it may refuse to allow a class of persons who are 
known to be inimical to its government and laws, and 
who might endeavor to subvert its government and 
laws. But, in my apprehension, it never has a right 


being persecuted in their own country, or their being 
subjected to unjust disabilities of any kind, whether 
political, personal, or religious. Mankind have a 
right to take up their abode in whatever part of the 
world they please, 80 long as they will conduct as 
good citizens, and be obedient to the government and 
laws, and be in no way chargeable to the govern. 
ment for support: and if they are subjected to un- 
just disabilities and privations in one country, the 
greater is the reason why they should remove to 
another, where they will be relieved from them: and 
the greater is their claim on the score of humanity and 
sympathy, that they should be received into the latter 
State, and permitted to reside in it: and it is the pre- 
eminent and perpetual boast in this country and in 
this State, that it is the asylum for the poor and op- 
pressed from every clime and every nation on the face 
of the earth. Surely, the mere fact of a difference of 
color ought not to stand in the way of the exercise of 
such axalted and general philanthropy. 

But, even admitting the principle enunciated by 
the Court in this case to be a sound one, to its fullest 
extent, and without qualification or limitation, that 
“each independent State has a right to determine by 
its own laws and treaties who may come to reside or 
seek shelter within its limits, and to prescribe the 
terms,” will this principle sanction and justify the pro- 
vision of the national Constitution in reference to Su- 
gitive slaves? - This provision does not say that slaves 
shall not come from any other State into the bounds 
of Massachusetts, and that if they do, they shall be 
compelled to leave the State; and by 86 doing, treat 
them as the members of another political community, 
whom the State has a right to forbid from coming or 
remaining within its limits. But it recognizes the 
right of one portion of the people of another State to 
hold another portion in slavery, and provides that the 
former shall assert and maintain that right within the 
territory of Massachusetts, all whose laws, principles 
and feelings are hostile to this institution; and that 
the slave shall be delivered up within this State to. his 
master, to be returned to the State whence he fled, again to 
be plnaged into slavery. This provision of the United 
States Constitution recognizes the binding force 





who are deprived of all their rights, whether person- 


protection would be likely to involve the State in war ; | 
and each independent State bas a right to determine | 


to exclude a class of men merely on account of their | 


recollected, that the Constitution of Massachusetts 
| was adopted before the national Constitution, by this 
| State, and therefore debarred, by the terms of it, the 
| State of Massachusetts from giving its assent to the 
| provision in the latter relating to fugitive slaves. 

| If it was considered against the welfare and sound 
policy of Massachusetts and the other free States, 
| that slaves should be allowed to come from the slave 
States, and reside among them, this object could have 
been effected by a simple prohibition to this effect in 
the Constitution ; and, in this way, they could have 
| been prevented from coming or remaining here. In 
| such a case, when they made their escape, they could 
| have sought refuge in some more congenial and hos- 
| pitable State, where they would be protected and al- 
lowed to remain. Or, if they came here and were 
not suffered to remain, instead of being delivered up to 
their master, they could have been allowed to betake 
themselves to Canada, or some other foreign territory, 
where such a law or provision is not in operation. 

It scems to me, therefore, that the principle laid 
down by Judge Shaw,—and I say it with the utmost 
respect,—will not bear him out in the vindication of this 
| provision of the national Constitution, as coming with- 
/in the asserted right of a State to exclude any class 
| of persons that it sees fit from coming or remaining 
within its territories. W. S. A. 





£ [CERES Pore st Gea 
REV. MR. MANNING'S FAST DAY SERMON. 

The Boston Journal of the 5th inst. gives the fol- 
lowing report of the Fast-Day Discourse of Rev. Ja- 
cos M. Mannina, of the Old South Church :— 

The text selected for the occasion was—‘‘ Can two 
walk together, except they be agreed !”’—Amos 3: 3. 

After introductory remarks, he spoke first of the two 
sections of the Republic before they were united ; next, 
the events in which the National Union originated ; of 
the benefits to liberty which had resulted from the 
Confederacy ; of the perils to freedom which would 
follow dissolution. 

He then discussed the question of the hour as follows : 
We come now to inquire what we can do and what we 
| cannot do to save the Union trom dissolution. If I had 
no distaste for personalities, 1 might speak in a very 
interesting manner of what has not been done. We 
are astounded at the imbecility of the acting Govern- 
We hope its passive acquiescence does not de- 
‘serve a harsher name. What a page in history it will 
be, two hundred years hence, that a great nation al- 
lowed certain of its people to revolt against it; that it 
was at no pains to protect loyal citizens from despera- 
| does ; that it permitted its avowed enemies to arm 
| against it; that it took a conspirator into its councils, 
| who, when he could no longer remain, received a kind 

adieu ; that Representatives and Senators, having re- 
| signed their seats for the declared purpose of heading 
the rebellion, were not imprisoned, nor even detained 
, and questioned, but allowed to depart with Executive 
| blessings on their heads! Where is that chorus of 
Union-saving sentiment which swelled and reverbera- 
| ted through the land a year since, when one poor man, 
| made mad by oppression, was heedless of Federal au- 
thority in his zeal for the slave? The hanging of trai- 
tors has gone out of fashion with remarkable sudden- 
ness! Then the provocation—which was a moral 
wrong—could not excuse the criminal. Now the prov- 
ocation, which is a moral and political right, gets all 
| the censure! “ Look-on these wrathful secessionists,” 
is the cry ; “ behold them subverting the Government, 
| and see what you Republicans have done !” 

But I am not a man of blood. The Master I serve 
bids me discourage any resort to the sword. This is 
the general ground of a minister of the Gospel; but of 
course there is one grand exception. When certain 
great principles of liberty, on which the happiness of 
future generations depends, are entrusted to us, it is 
|our duty to protect those principles against any as- 
| sault, and if need be, to lay down our lives for the sake 
of them. The tault of the National Executive for the 
| last eight years, as it seems to me, has been in not 

showing a determination to repel any violence offered 
| to its sacred trust. The last experiment of liberty 
| must not be permitted to fail; if it should, a sigh would 
| go up from Nature, as when Adam fell, and the blast, 

full of hopelessness, would settle on our world. We 
| must keep this political Pharos ; we must guard those 
| holy waters gushing forth to all people, out of the rock 
on which the Pilgrims prayed. There are some objects 
for which human life ought to be sacrificed—never for 
| pride—never for national aggrandizement or glory— 
| not in seif-defence even, but always and freely in the 
true martyr spirit, where the rights of men and God’s 
| cause are imperilled. 

Fully convinced, as Iam, of the legal power of the 
| Government to preserve its integrity by force of arms, 
loving my country as every citizen should, and indig- 
j nant at the least dishonor cast upon it, I still deny, 
| save in the extremity just named, the moral right of 
| war. I would rather see all the slave States out of the 
| Union, and the Southern Confederacy an open fact, 
| than feel that the Republic has blood on its skirts. Let 


| ment. 








, our brethren go, if they are resolved to, provided they 
| take with them only that which is their own; and if 
there is reason to believe that the sacred cause of free- 
| dom would not be permanently weakened, but rather, 

strengthened by their departure—if even the fiery little 
| planet Mercury resolve to secede from the solar system, 
I think the other members of that Confederacy cannot 
ido bette: than quictly stick ta thoir orbite, ant see What 
becomes of the undertaking. 

Wg cannot, for the sake of the Union, turn our backs 
on those whom we have chosen to offices of high re- 
sponsibility. That would be a singular proceeding, 
hardly equalled by the abandoning of a weak garrison 
to its foes. We cannot apologize for daring to elect a 
President holding the political views of Washington, 
| ina manner prescribed by law. That 6th of November 
is a historical fact. If we would, thank God, we never 
| can, erase it from Freedom’s calendar! Shall we go 
, down on our knees with halters about our necks, take 
| back every word spoken, and blot out all the Christian 
deeds we have performed? We have been honest 
throughout this long struggle, and it were base to deny 
| it now. 

When defeated, we have borne the reverse patiently 
—not rushing to arms, but trusting to the justness of 
our cause. Who shall persuade us by working on our 
fancy and raising false alarms, to yield back the vic- 
tory we have won? We might do this, if it were a 
| question only of honor and emoluments, but not when 
| the God-given rights of a great people tor all coming 
' time are concerned. We cannot give up any advan- 
tage which we gain, but must hold on to it in the 
‘name of God, and pray for strength to meet what may 
Hie beyond. 

Let us devoutly hope that our Representatives in 
Congress will have courage to maintain their ground. 
Let us not withhold from them any convictions of 
ours, which might reinforce their calmness and faith- 
ful adherence to the right, in this time which tries 
their souls. 

We cannot admit the idea of property in man to come 
into the Constitution. We cannot plead for the repeal 
of laws which we regard as founded in righteousness. 
We cannot aid in the enforcement of laws which seem 
to us to contravene the laws of God. 
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ly crippling the industry of the South, the ineubg 
slavery might gradually be rolled off. arp 
The strong arm of the Executive might at onee 
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of both, and protecting each from the Other. The wy 
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the Federal Government holding their liberty in reve, 
sion for them, till they shall be fitted to take it ‘a, 
into their own hands. I know this would be a dupes 
dous undertaking, yet there is nothing impracti : | 
in it, and it would be the sublimest achievement ey 
recorded under the heavens. It would make this Re. $ 
public the glory and the envy of all other ; 

Our America would become the Holy Land 
times. 
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1 see no other plan, no compromise which | aes oUt 
the idea of emancipation, that can possibly perpetuate 
the present Union ; Congressional committees may ery 
“ peace, peace,” but there wiil be no peace: emess 
pation or two Confederacies is the only alternative 
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fore us, and no power on earth can save us from it If 
it is settled that the slave States can neverbe made fire 
States, everything I have hinted at failing, then 
Christian freeman, instead of clinging to the restiy 

slave owner, waiving the political right to coerce hig, 





can only say as Abraham said to Lot—* Sepuny 
thyself, I pray thee, from me ;” 
property in man, that great gulf between them, js 


while the doctrine of 


| adjourned to the Court whose decisions are final and 
| impartial. a 

The Old South was packed to its utmost capacity- 
the upper as well as the lower galleries and the passa 
ges being completely filled. ‘The sermon was Tepeat- hd 
edly applauded, the sacredness of the place not being 
sufficient to restrain the feclings of the awlience. At 
its close, one gentleman, whose head is whitened by a 
seventy winters, sitting in ffont of the pulpit, evident 
ly forgetting the occasion and the place, rose, and cal) 
ed for three groans for Buchanan ! 
was a fervent prayer from Rey. Mr. Manning, that Gol 
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would bless the slave and his master, and all people ia 
this, our whole country. 
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As the Bell-and-Everett party have no longer ea ¢ 

a possibility of coming into power, it miust be fut 
pure love of slavery that they are continuing ther 3 
labors against liberty. The getters up of the “Ad i 


dress to the Citizens of Massachusetts’ which ap 
peared in our papers a few weeks ago, signed with te 
names of Lemuel Shaw and a dozen or twenty other, 
have now commenced an*attempt to enlist the clergy 
in their favor, and use their influence against the Per 
sonal Liberty Law. They have sent the subjoined 
circular to every clergyman in this State, and efforts 
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in accordance with the requests therein made are no¥ 
going on among the people of many parishes It re- 
mains to be seen whether the people will stand fast for 
liberty, in spite of the solicitations of priests and pos 
ticians. ‘The call of duty to resist such infiuencrs 8 
as strong now as when the apostles and the first dist 
ples were urged, by chief priests and rulers in concert, 
: acy of Christiaa 
to abandon the exercise and the advocacy ot Cin 
liberty.—c. K. W. 
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JANU AWRY. at. 
-—~eyROH AOTION ON SLAVERY. | 


Mr GARRISON: 


eel extra Liberator, Dee. Sist, you published a 
ind five Resolutions passed by the South | 
eat hurch in Georgetown, condemning 

se je h man’s Proclamation for a Fast, as an 
- as a sy and spiritual usurpation, declining to | 


his request, and calling upon the people 
oo of their actual sins, “especially of the | 
; and you pre faced these proceedings | 
mark —“ All honor to the Georgetown | 
‘ite nastor, Rev. Charles Beecher, for the | 


, 
ow 


ind Bee published on the Fast-day in 
jan. 4th, I find the following counter state- | 
that church, in behalf of others 


Clerk ot 


RESOLUTIONS RESPECTING THE 
IDENT'S FAST. 

come resolutions passed by the Congr wa 
irch in this place, 1 have thought it best to 
following correction and protest, handed 
rd: Ist, A certificate signed by sourteen 
t were there and yoted against them, the | 
| number being An nin favor and twelve | 
24. The following protest, signe d by twenty- 
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members of the ¢ hurch. 
town, Dee. 28, 1860. 
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meregatiqnal Church, the 22d of 
wr, passed resolutions conde mning the Presi- 
f..sage to Congress, and using that as a reason 


Viessage 


id not keep the Fast proc iaimed by him 
ple 4 . . . . 33s 
pious and patriotic citizens and as- 


eas the ¢ 


vu 
est of 
ndersigned members of said church, with- 
way endorsing the sentiments of the mes- 
ty enter our protest against them for these 


rhoy breathe not the spirit of Him who has 

ed us to pray for our enemies, to pray for all | 
) pra ways, and that “ without wrath.’ 

We believe that Christ did not, by his example 

teach the impropriety of public fasting 


it national distress or public calamity. | 


We believe them to be insidious, wrong in spirit, 
tendency, and perniciogs in their results. | 
py, attest, H. PERLEY, 


( h ureh . 
S. Many persons here express a doubt as to the 
statement, that there is an overwhelming 
vutside the church in favor of the resolu- 

, 


Clerk of the 


irs that the vote upon the set of Resolutions 
d was fifteen to fourteen; a vote which, 
justifies the statement of the paster that 
Resolutions were adopted by the church. Never- 
sccond statement gives us a more accurate 

w of the condition of things in that church than the 
this, however, does not show the whole case. 
As the fourteen dissenting members, on canvassing 
. found enough likeaninded brethren to in- 
r number to twenty-three, so the fifteen who | 

yoled with the pastor, on searching diligently among 
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mbers who were absent from the particular 
weting in question, might enlarge their num- 
nty-four, thus keeping, for the Resolutions, | 
ty originally claimed. I, for one, am per- 


to take this for grant« d. 


willing The point to 

1 wish to call attention is, that the actual state 

Mr. Beecher’s church shows something very differ- 

ent from the aspect of union and vigor in radicalism 
! ed by the Resolutions first published. 


Mr. Beecher’s sermon— The Antichrist of New 
preached in September last, he boasts that 

h of which he is a member twenty years ago 
some Resolutions (there quoted) bearing a 
mn testimony ’’ against slaveholding in all its 
admitting that it is a duty faithfuliy to reprove 
the oppressor, admitting that it is a sin to hold com- 
munion with slaveholders as Christians, and declaring 


hold 


who claims 


they “will not fellowship or communion 


th any one the right to hold, or holds, 
i : 5 
cllow-beings as property. 


It would be 


lutions also were passed (Jan. 4th, 1840.) by a vote of 


interesting to know whether these Reso- 


teen to fourteen; whether the absence of any pro- 


test against them by a larye minority was owing to the 
fact that they were allowed to slumber quietly in the 
k's book, without being printed in any sermon or 
paper at the time; 


ch Mi 


during the intervening twenty years, surrounded by 


and whether the quietness 
Beecher’s church has passed along 


very churches of the same denomination, (as 

well as of other denominations in the group called 
lical,”’) be not owing to the fact that they 

cept this two-edged sword carefully sheathed, 

a napkin, and kept in a dry place. 

But, 


The history of Dr. Chee- 


his information, Tsay, would be interesting. 
t, we do not need it. 
ver's church tor the last five years shows us what hap- 
hat would be sure to happen in nineteen 

‘ hes out of twenty in all the Northern States— 
when either the minister gives slavery its appropriate 
1 umong his warnings and exhortations on Sun- 
if other days, or when the church /ives such 
Kesolucions in its daily life, instead of “ passing them,” 
t ie majority, and then “ passing them by on the 


r side. 


No minister in New England could give the subject 
avery this appropriate place in his preachin# and 
lite, without being reproached and maligned for 

itas Mr. Parker was! No church in New England 
could unitedly and vigorously live out such Resolu- 
tions as Mr. Beee 


her boasts of his church having 


twenty years ago, without 


being worse 
d than Dr. Cheever’s church now is! for that 
} 


has always had an opposing minority, and Dr. 


ver has been greatly limited and hampered by 


r want of sympathy with him. It is certain, then, 


tthe undisturbed unity in which Mr. Beecher and 


have lived with the pro-slavery ministers 


hi 
iurches of tl State, resul ys heir t he 
irches OF Uns State, results from their not hav- 


ed an anti-slavery lite; and it is certain, from 
fact that Mr. Charles Beecher has not, for twenty 
irs past, (until the publication of the Resolutions 

juoted,) been protested against as a disturber of 
peace of the echureh, that 4e has net spoken and 
i for those “as bound with them;” 
Dr. 


wr, is largely accountable for the guilt contracted 


in bonds just 


ix certain that his brother, Rev. Edward 
Vurk Street Church in this city, when, as their 
Pastor (in 1830) he presided over the deliberations of 
ul church-meetings, in which they voted, first to 
icolored man of his pew, bought and paid for, in 
oad aisle of their church, and then to adopt a 
y which ali colored people might be thus ex- 
i trom the equal purchase and occupancy of their 
ision still held and acted on by that church 
pening his mouth in condemnation of this 

lness, or in defence of God’s oppressed poor ! 
se thirty-first of Mr. Charles Beecher’s ser- 
ve-mentioned, at the close of a note in which 
it the Resolutions which have been drying 


irs in the clerk's book, he adds this exhorta- 


i Christian church, into whose hands this 

xe May tall, to examine whether, in the church to 
the belongs, something more may not be done, 

" earnest, and done soon, for the immediate 
slavery. May the great Head of the 

mite the hearts of all his people in a direct and 
‘work upon this weighty matter.” 








this opportunity to urge Mr. Beecher to we may reap what good can be derived from the negro 
Whether, in the church to which d- belongs and slavery, and so postpone the dark day of disunion 
“ters, something more may not be done, and | and decline of the South; for with such an event the 
rnest, and done soon, for the immediate over- ultimate disenthralment of the negro from the do- | 
. ie s " ry. “ The great Head of the church "| minion of the white man is brought nearer at hand, for 
my rt x ortations. He will be sure to perform | je cannot control the negro without forcign support in 
lf those who call themselves “His mem-  ghe | nion or out of it, and when that support is with- 
lo theirs, ihe work will move on rapidly | drawn the ne gro will throw off the yoke, and the 
*s accomplishment.—c. K. W. region—where he now serves the cause of industry, 
a <_< civilization, refinement, morals, religion and law—must 
nn r Uhe N. Y.. Commercial Advertiser says the se-| become the sole possession of him who has so long 
“‘omists, by acting against the Federal Government, | toiled as a subject of another’s will on the same soil. 
vitiate their claims, under their policies, which We commend the above considerations to South 
: . : a ; * amount to twelve millions of dollars. Carolina and her supporters North and South, and also 
‘Provisions of the policies of American life in- | to that class of Abolitionists who persist in the support 
“ companies, the insured forfeit the policy in| of the Union, while the actual beneficiaries of its ad- 
i: P ‘ce of treason or for making war upon the | vantages are striving to rend the chain which binds us 
eu Stiles 


“THE LIB 


THE NEGRO QUESTION. Whether Mr. Fisher’s conelusion, that freedom med 
sone ‘the negro must result in his essential barbarism e } 
The New York World of December 20th, 100, con- |true or not, the argument that the dissolution of the * 
tains some extracts from a work on the subject of sla- | Union must result in the freedom of the slave, appeals 
very by Sidney G. Fisher, of Philadelphia, in which | so logically consequent upon the fact, that we long to see 
it is predicated that the slavery question must at no | the South successful in maintaining secession, for the 
distant day give way to the negro question; but which | same reason that Mr. Fisher deprecates it; and while 
the author has already settled, according to the process | we cannot help feeling disgust and contempt at behold- 
of logic common to the amphibious class of writers of | ing James Buchanan manifesting the vacillating weak- 
which he is a prominent representative. He is, on the } ness of Louis X VL., and the perverseness of James: the 
slavery question, clearly of the Henry Clay school, | Second, we rejoice to have it so, and should consider 
confounding rule and law, and endeavoring to recon- | the actual prevention of the inauguration of Abraham 
cile contradictions. His morals are of the Nehemiah | Lincoln in Washington, the most fortunate event tha‘ 
Adams type, which, to be understood by the readers of | could occur in behalf of liberty both at the North ont 
the Liberator, need only to have that fact declared. | at the South. Dp. 8. G. 




















uld embrace this opportunity to urge every 


The writer deals with assumptions as axioms, and | 
paralogism as legitimate deductions, although it is 
manifest that some of his premises seem chosch for the 
purpose of arriving at a foregone conclusion, and he | 
foresees from this stand-point the “ manifest destiny ” 
of this nation, and of the white and black races, as 
an inevitable necessity which no power can avert, but 
which he yet calls upon the Anglo-Saxons to consider, | 
prepare for, and postpone as long as possible. 

The premises assumed are that the white race is, his- 
torically and de fucto, the superior race, which “‘ creates 
civilization.” ‘The black race is “essentially barbaric, 
and never able to originate, maintain, or comprehend 
civiliz@tion.” “There are certain mental, moral and 
physical conditions, tending always to keep the original | 
races intact, and making new ones impossible.” By a 
law of nature, “The two races cannot live together | 
“The superiority of 


except as masters and slaves.” | 
the white race makes it a necessity that it must govern | 
the negro, whenever the two live together.” “ The | 
two races can never amalgamate, (1) although mulattoes will 


How ? 


; ” 
always exist, because constantly renewed.” (!!) } 
} 


| 
| 


“Bach race has a tendency to occupy exclusively that 
portion of the country suited to its nature.” 

From these premises, the author argues that the | 
spirit of caste, which drives the negro and colored per- 
sons out of churches, theatres, hotels, rail cars, steam- 
boats, &c., or assigns them a separate place therein, is 
an uncontrolable, or at least a natural instinct, which 
operates without statutes, without concert or design, | 
but unconsciously, 
This isa 


without unkindness or cruelty ; 
simply, because “it cannot help doing so.” 
divine law, “ which executes itself in spite of party 
combinations, or fanatical legislatures, or philanthropic 
enthusiasts, or visionary dreamers about, human per- 
fectibility and the rights of man.” The evidence of 
all this is, that the same sentiment in regard to the ne- 
gro is found among the slaveholders of the South and 
the free-soilers of the North, and therefore the superior | 
race may rightfully and morally enslave the inferior, 
whenever the two are found occupying the same soil, 
and that it is our duty as a nation to maintain slavery, 
The 
slave is not by the divine law a thing, a chattel, to.be 


and, if possible, meliorate, improve and perfect it. 
used merely as merchandize, but a man to be protected, | 
entitled to humanity and justice, and the dominant 
race is responsible for his well-being and happiness. 
The laws of the South and the Dred Scott decision, | 
which chattelize the negro, are unnatural and unjust, 
and the system should be established upon its normal | 
basis of master and governor to protect and humanize, 
and servant or slave to obey and be happy; and the 
duty of the North is, to the men of their own race at 
the South, to assist heartily and cordially in the difficult 
task of governing a subject race, whose inereasing 
numbers threaten at no distant day to break down all 
barriers of restraint: for the proper region of the white 
race is the North, and the proper region of the black 
race is the South, and white men at the South are out 
of place, bearing the burden and responsibility of gov- 
erning the black race, thus preventing or retarding the 
inevitable march towards barbarism, which the exist- | 
ence of the black race in the South renders inevitably | 
certain some time or other. 

The tendency of slavery is to cause the white man— 
who takes upon himself the humane and generous | 
task of retarding the progress of barbarism for so small 
a compensation as the labor of the negro produces— 
the tendency of slavery in a warm climate, where the 
white man cannot labor, and where the black man can | 
—the tendency of slavery where it can only return | 
any protit—is to cause the white man to dwindle and 


decay, and if his place is not filled by immigration from 
the North, the white race must soon disappear, while 
the negro can thrive and multiply without the intro- 
duction of fresh blood from Africa, which he is never- 
But as the South have 
not established and do not seek to maintain slavery 


theless constantly receiving. 


upon the divine basis recognized by Mr. Fisher, but 
have made him a chattel, the North ought to sustain 
the South in their position as it is, until they can be 
influenced by some means or other to see the subject in 
its true light, and set about reforming the present in- | 
perfect system. 1 
But whereas, notwithstanding, nevertheless, as there 
are already four millions of blacks—with a sprinkling 
of mulattoes produced some how without amalgama- | 
tion, which is instinctively abhorrent—and this num- 
ber secures beyond a peradventure their perpetuity in 
the South country about the gulf, and as they will be | 
in twenty-five years eight millions, aud in fifty years 
sixteen millions, and in seventy-five years thirty-two 
millions, doubling always in twenty-five years, and 
with this progressive increase the white race must per- | 
ish utterly from amongst them, and cannot be perpetu- 
ated by immigration and the infusing of new blood 
into the superior race, because there will not continue 
sufficient motives to induce them to remain with the 
benevolent object merely of governing this mass of 
barbarism, therefore the South must at length be aban- 
of the Western conti- 
nent, where civilization, arts and science 


doned to become the “ Africa’”’ 
, industry and 
prosperity must forever be strangers. 

As the destiny of the subject race depends not on 
itself in any degree, but on the will of the superior 
race, and as the Saxon South and the Saxon North 


disagree on this question of ultimate consequences and | 
12 . - > 
mutual interests, and as the Saxon North claims all the | 


vast regions of uncultivated territory exclusively for 
the benefit of the Saxon race, and refuses to allow the 
Saxon South to carry the negro with him into these 
virgin territories, the will of the Saxon North must 
prevail in settling this particular question, and there- 
fore the sentiments of the Northern people must rule 
the Government inevitabiy, without effort on its own 
part, but by an irresistible instinct. 

Mr. Fisher also maintains that as each race ought to 
inhabit a congenial clime, that slavery whether per- 
fected aceording to his idea or continued®n the chat- 
tel principle, should be restricted to its present limits, be- 
cause wherever the white man can labor, he claims the 


soil for himself and for his own race alone, and where | 


he cannot labor he claims it, and takes the negro to 
labor for him, all through the force of instinct: and 
instinct is divine right: 


that lot and 


because the negro is fitted for 
no other, and will not fulfil his lot unless 
by compulsion. 

The principles of this philosophy are found in the 
Constitution, and the Constitution grew out of these 
principles, and by its provisions covers the whole 


ground “as if inspired by prophetic wisdom.” So 


long as we abide by the Constitution and the Union, 


in their hands. 


i slavery question, there seems no prospect of a peaceful 


| another State, hi- place should be supplied by some | 


| would be in a better position to strengthen the Slave 


| would volunteer his valuable person, in case the Union 


HOW TO SAVE THE UNION. 

In the present excited state of the country on the | 
adjustment of difficulties. All propositions, brought 
forward by Northern members of Congress as allevi- | 
atives and pacificators, have failed to appease the 
Slave Power ; and the demands of that power will not 
be acceded to by the North—at least, there is little 
fear of it. It is also quite apparent, that if they were 
complied with, the effect would be but temporary. 
The causes of disaffection still existing, 
of course, similar effects must follow. 

Now, the whole trouble seems to emanate from the 
Fugitive Slave Law and its non-execution by the free 
States. If it were faithfully complied with by all the 
North, it is doubtful whether the result would be at all 
satisfactory to the slaveholders, for this reason. Every 
fugitive who has been caught aad returned to bondage 
has proved a difficult fellow to manage, as he is more 
or less tinctured with ideas of freedom, which, if he 
does not act upon himself, he will instil into those 
with whom he associates, thus generating discontent, 


| 


present 


| 
| 
| 
| 


and so far paving the way for a host of runaways in 
It is self-evident, that fugitives do not ap- 
Now, 


fugnre. 
prove the system, or they would not leave it. 
if a plan could be devised whereby the disaffected ne- 





gro’s place couid be supplied by one who would remain 
contented and pleased with his lot, one great cause of | 
the present difficulty would be removed. | 
Slave Law should be so | 


a “ chattel” escaped to | 


Suppose, now, the Fugitive 
altered or amended that when 
By this | 
plan, the new incumbent, instead of being troublesome, | 


white pro-slavery- advocate of that State. 


Power by quieting all tendencies toward liberty by his 
fellow-slaves. | 
‘Thus, whenever another Thomas Sims or Anthony 
Burns escapes to Massachusetts, let his place be im- 


mediately filled by a rabid lover of oppression—say | 
Rev. Nehemiah Adams, Geo. W. Blagden, or S. K. 
Lothrop, or some editor of like proclivities, Charles | 
Per- | 


Gordon Green, of the Boston Post, for instance. 
haps, if these gentlemen were not considered exactly 
safe and “ sound on the goose,” Richard S. Fay, or the | 
Hon. Caleb Cushing might be selected for the distin- 


guished honor. Perhaps the Hon. Edward Everett 


was in greatdanger. How charmingly this scheme | 
would work ! The Rey. Divine, after being thoroughly | 
whipped into submission, could exhort the other slaves | 
to obedience and submission, and pray to the pro- | 
slavery god to spread his protection over the dear | 
How 
very pleasant for the Rev. Nehemiah (after a hard | 


system, and keep all quict and harmonious. 


days’s work, hocing tobacco) to indulge in the agreea- 








ble recreation of writing sermons, proving, from the 
Holy Bible, slavery to be a divine, God-ordained, and 
therefore heavenly institution, to be implicitly obeyed | 
by all who love the Lord, aud fear to break his com- 
mandments ! 
Then the said Nehemiah might be hired out, at so | 
much per Lord's day, to deliver sermons, exhorting | 
servants to obey their masters. Should his proprietor 
think proper to go ona speculating tour to the free 
States, he might enter the pulpit with a chain and | 
ball attached to his leg, thus practically exemplifying 
A few 


| 
i 
1 
} 
| 


the beauty and desirableness of bondage. 


| stripes on the back would heighten the effeet. 


The editors could write leading articles for the Rich- 
mond Enquirer or Charleston Mercury, after working | 
hours, proving the entire constitutionality of slavery | 
and its absolute necessity to a free and enlightened na- | 
tion, thus making their influence felt where it is most | 
The | 
Hon. Caleb might be let out by his owner during the 


needed, more than in their present position. 


election season, to deliver Union sppeches, villifying | 
and degrading free men and free institutions, extolling | 
tyranny and oppression, lauding such fellows as Cal- | 
houn, Clay and Wise as profound statesmen, and de- | 
nouncing the Czar of Russia for banishing serfdom | 
from his dominions. | 
The Hon. Edward, of the New York Ledger, might be | 
carried about by his master or owner to deliver eulo- | 
gies on Washington, Webster, or other great men, im- | 
mensely to the pocketary emolument of the said master. | 
A hundred thousand dollars could be much easier earn- 
ed in this way, than by threshing rice or packing to | 
bacco. | 
In this manner, the Slave Power would have its ser- | 
vants more directly under its absolute control; the 
slaveholders would be pacified and satistied, at the 
same time, their Union perfected. 
By this plan, these men would be placed in a sphere 
they so much admire, for others, and the free States be | 
gradually rid of this non-progressive, pestiferous class 
of minds, who now only seck to obstruct all humanita- 
ry tendencies, which seck a higher and nobler civili- 
zation, tainting with a fatal miasma whatever moral 
Then shall the 
freedom-loving portion of the people find tlfemselves 


atmosphere they come in contact with. 


delivered of those foal obstructions, that but impede 


all ONWARD AND UPWARD PROGRESS. 
<= - 


MEETING OF COLORED CITIZENS OF BOSTON. 
On the evening of Tuesday, January Ist, 1861, a | 
large audience convencd at the Twelfth Baptist | 
Church for a parpose of which, for prudential reasons, 
only a few had been fully informed, but which, in due 
time, was made apparent by the announcement that 
Osborne P. Anderson, one of the companions of Capt. 
| John Brown at Harper’s Ferry, who had been a so- 
|journer in this vicinity recently, was now about to 
leave the city. 
| In view of this fact, some friends had taken the re- 
sponsibility of calling the meeting, that ways and 
| means might be devised for an expression of feeling— 
|a legitimate exponent of which would be “ material 
aid ’’—for their brother, identified with them in com- 
plexion and condition, who had in so signal and heroic 
a manner testified his irrepressible love of freedom. 
Remarks were made by Rey. J. Sella Martin, Rev. 
Leonard A. Grimes, Geo. T. Downing, Robert Morris, 
Esq., John J. Smith, Wm. C. Nell and others, em- 


bodying earnest appeals, statements of facts, and in- 


ERATOR. 








OUR NOBLE GOVERNOR. 


God bless our noble Governor of the Old Bay State! 
Such is the natural exclamation of the humane heart, 
after reading the high-toned and excellent Inaugural 
of Governor Andrew. For breadth of philanthropy, 
righteous philosophy, and true Christian courage, it is 
a model document; and all the more to be admired for 
the pregnant hour in which it was uttered. What a 
refreshing contrast it presents, when placed in juxtapo- 
sition with the sycophantic and time-serving Valedic- 
tory of ex-Governor Banks—the “ puff-ball” of a day! 
This tells the story: the one emanates from a true 
and manly heart; the other is the canning bait of a 
trickster and ambitious politician. 

Let us thank God and take courage, that while mad- 
ness rules the hour in South Carolina, and other Cot- 
ton States, Massachusetts is sober and thoughtful for 
human weal. At least, at her helm is a man, who 
dares place Freedom in the vanguard, as a boon too 
precious to be sold for cotton. But then, WILL IT BE 
poxe? Will our Personal Liberty Law be repealed? 
This, with Abolitionists and every true friend of 
the oppressed, is the momentous question. We well 
know that efforts base and mercenary will be used to 
effect this object. The word has gone forth from 
interested politicians and timid hirelings, that this 
righteous act, instituted in the hour of need to protect 
our own citizens from the prowling kidnapper, shall be 
obliterated from the Statute Book. We confess we 





feel the danger, and earnestly beseech our brethren to | ferred, 


double their diligence. 

Last year, it was much easier to get signatures to 
our petition against slaye-iunting than this. Many of 
the Republicans—and those, too, who are counted the 


' 


THE SECESSION MOVEMENT. 





The Mississippi Convention met January 8th. The 
Commissioners from South Carolina and Alabama 
were invited to take seats in the Convention. A reso- 
lution was adopted to amend the Constitution of the 
State, so as to authorize the borrowing of money for 
the purpose of military defence. The Standing Com- 
mittees were appointed, including one to prepare a se- 
cession ordinance. A dispatch was received stating 
that Georgia was determined upon immediate seces- 
sion. Adjourned to to-morrow, when a secession ordi- 
nance will be reported. 

At a military parade to-day a flag with fifteen stars 
was carried. There was a mimic battle, skirmish- 
ing, &e. 

An ordinance for immediate secession has been 
unanimously agreed upon by the Committee of Fif- 
teen. It will pass the Convention to-morrow in secret 
session. 

The 


ery. 


labama Convention is in session at Montgom- 

r. Calhoun, Commissioner from South Caro- 
ina, addregsed the Convention on Tuesday. His 
speech was well received. Dispatches to the Governor 
from Virginia, Florida and Mississippi were read to the 
Convention. They excited mach enthusiasm. <A 
committee of thirteen was appointed to report a seces- 
sion ordinance. The Convention determined to hold 
secret sessions by a large majority. 

A special dispatch from Richmond, Virginia, to the 
New York Herald, says that the Committee of the 
House of Delegates of Virginia would report a bill for 
a Convention on the 9th. The election of delegates is 
to take place on the 7th of February, and the Conven- 
tion is to meet on the 18th. The question relative to 
increasing the military force of the State was referred 
toa Committee. A resolution proposing to appropriate 
ten millions of dollars for that purpose was also re- 
It is the general opinion that Virginia will se- 
cede about the 20th of February. 

The correspondent of the New York 7imes, writing 
from Washington, January 2d, says: “A gentleman 
arrived this evening from Charleston, in company with 
Com. Shubrick. Both say the panic which prevails 





most faithful—stand back with trembling knees, and 
beg to be excused. Our number will be greatly di- 
minished; and yet, in our righteous warfare, there 
was never a time when with more alacrity we should 
give our names and influence in this work—never. 
We have now the hope to cheer us, that Gov. Andrew 
will not fail—wili not, like his predecessor, veto our | 
prayers for enslaved millions. Besides, the fresh bar- | 
barism and unabated violence of the Slave Power— 
its demon spirit of ruflianism toward every man of 
Northern birth—its demands, so many and degrading, 
bid us to be “up and doing, with a heart for any 
fate.” 

And nearer home is the incentive for action more 
marked than ever. Base tools of the South 
trampling on the right of jree speech. The threat has 
of our own Phillips 


| 
| 
| 


are 


gone forth that the “ golden lips” 
and others shall be sealed. ‘This is no hour fof truce. 
No; let us say, by the living God, who reigns to bless, 
we will bear it no longer. This “last straw shall 
break the camel's back.” We may live as vassals or 
like freemen. Shall we hesitate to make our 
choice? Whether we be resistants or non-resistants, we | 
cannot debase our manhood, stultify our souls, and 
willingly wear the tyrant’s chain. The word of Revo- 
lutionary times should echo from every trae heart— | 
G. W. 8. 
| 
| 
| 


| 


} 


die 


“Give me liberty or death.” 
Milford, Jan. 6, 1861. 


> 


THE SENSE OF A CONNECTICUT CHURCH | 
i | 

ON SECESSION. 

The following resolutions were adopted by the 
Jewett City Congregational Chureh, Rev. Henry T. 
Cheever, pastor, at the public service on Fast day :— 
1. Resolved, That this church and congregation, 
assembled on the 4th day of January, 1851, according 
to the Proclamation of the President of the 
and also of the Governor of this State, to keep a sea- 


Nation 


son of fasting and prayer on account of the distress of 
the Nation, deem it proper, while humbling them- 
selves before God, to put on record their judgment of 
the exigency that has called for such a proclamation. 
2. Resolved, 
solely to the existence and audacity of S!avery ;—and 
we deem it to be the manifest and imperative duty of 


That we deem it owing, under God, 


the President of the United States, in this exigency, 
as “the minister of God who beareth not the sword 
in vain,” piompily to enforce the laws, and to put 
down the rebellion and treason which have been plot- 
ted and perpetrated in South Carolina, by the use (if 
need be) of the whole disposable force of the army 
and navy of the United States. 

3. Resolved, That we further declare and put upon 
record our deliberate opinion that a// the Christian 
people of the country should, and that an overwhelm- 


ing majority will, patriotically sustain the President | 


in such a decisive and vigorous suppression of the 
rankest treason and rebellion. 

4. Resolved, That we declare, finally, that if, as 
being the executive head, and expressing the collective 
sovereignty of a great Nation, the g’resident does not 
do this, but allows a treacherous conspiracy of rebels 
to have its way, that it is due at once, both to the 
safety and dignity of such a people, that he be forth- 
with impeached at the bar of the Senate of the United 
States. 





THE REPUBLICANS AT WASHINGTON. 


The Republican members of the House caucused in 
the Post-Oftice Committee room agaiy on the 5th upon 
the present state of affairs. Speaker Pennington in 
the chair. There was a full attendance. 

The unfinished business of Friday was resumed, 
being the report of Mr. Hale of Pennsylvania, from 
the sub-committee of the border States, who said that 
he believed the members of his committee represent- 
ing the border States would agree to his proposition, 
that all the territory of the United States north of 
thirty-six degrees thirty minutes should be free, and 
all south of that line to remain as it is, with liberty to 
the people to organize into States whenever they 
please, with or without slavery. He was of opinion 
that it might be better for the North to take this propo- 
sition than to precipitate the country into war. 

Mr. Howard of Michigan, said he objected to any 
compromise, because he believed it to be an acknowl- 
edgment of an error, which he would not concede. 

fe defended the motives of the Republicans in the 
Committee of Thirty-three, and expressed the opinion 
that they had done nothing that could be interpreted 
as a surrender of their principies. Those who under- 
stand Mr. Adams’s position do not believe this. 

Mr. Lovejoy of Lilinois, speaking of the malcontents 
of the slave States, and the proposed compromise of 
dividing the territory between freedom and slavery to 
the Pacitic, said, “ ‘There never was a more causeless 
revolt since Lucifer led his cohorts of apostate angels 
against the throne of God; but I never heard that the 
Almighty proposed to compromise the matter by al- 
lowing the rebels to kindle the fires of hell south of 
the celestial meridian of thirty-six thirty.” 

This outburst of the eccentric member from Illinois 
created a deal of sensation and some merriment. 

Mr. Sherman stated that, as a member of the bor- 
der sub-committee from the border States, he could 
not vote for the proposition proposed by Mr. Critten- 
den, to restore the Missouri line and extend it to the 
Pacific. He was also opposed to the compromise to 
prevent the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. While he did not wish to abolish it now, 
he opposed the yielding up the right of Congress to 
do so at any future period. 

Mr. Grow of Pennsylvania, expressed himself de- 





teresting incidents, with readings from Mr. Anderson’s | 


| book, just issued, entitled “A Voice from Harper's 


Ferry.” It was stated that some anti-slavery friends 


in Boston had promoted the publication of this book, | 


which it was hoped would obtain a wide circulation, 
,both as a means of imparting the only authentic in- 
formation of these memorable scenes, and of assisting 
the author, who, from a combination of causes, how 
| happened to be in need. 
| The exertions of an impromptu financial committee 
of ladies and gentlemen, resulted in a contribution of 
| about forty dollars, which was considerably increased, 
we believe, by the proceeds of a Levee in the Vestry— 
| the refreshments for which were generously furnished 
| by Mr. Downing—together with other subscriptions, 
sales of book, &c., which, considering that no notice 
| of an appeal for funds had been given, will perhaps be 
regarded as an acceptable New Year's present. . 
Mr. Anderson has left Boston, but his book can be 
| obtained at the anti-slavery office for 15 cents each, or 
| $10 a hundred. W.-C. N. 
| Boston, Jan. 8, 1861. 


_- i 


| [2g The Editor has been too ill to be able to give 
| any attention to the Liberator this week. 


cidedly opposed to all compromises. He asked what 
better platform the North or the South could have to 
stand upon than the Union, the Constitution and the 
laws! The Republican party has elected a President 
in accordance with the forms of the Constitution, and 
is entitled to, fair play. If his administration of the 
| government is resisted by those opposed to Mr. Lin- 
| coln, the crime will be theirs. When the tepubli- 
| cans took their position, before the election, they knew 
they would have to meet this state of things, and now 
they should not put the burden upon posterity. 

Messrs. Hickman and Stephens of Pennsylvania, 
and Case of Indiana, opposed all compromises in 
speeches couched in unmistakable language. 

Mr. Petit of Indiana, from the sub-committee of 
border States, said he had opposed all the propositions 
in that committee except the one proposed by Mr. 
Hale, upon which he did not vote. He defended the 
border States for their efforts to arrange matters. 

Mr. Beal of New York, inquired why his State was 
not consulted. 

Some one then asked why Arkansas and North 
Carolina were invited to join the sub-committee. 

Mr. Stanton of Ohio, and Mr. Nixon of New Jer- 
sey, expressed themselves in favor of some compro- 
mise. 

The caucus unanimously agreed to press the busi- 
ness of the country in the House. 

Mr. Dawes of Massachusetts, moved that no yote 
be taken on any of the propositions, and that the 
caucus adjourn sene die, which was carried. 


| 





| to fight. 


| ous work soon. 


there is unparalleled. There is a great lack of food ; 
business is prostrated ; the people are idle ; the patrols 
are wandering up and down to preserve order. On 
the day Com. Shubrick left there was unusual excite- 
ment, and upon inquiry he found that news had been 
received that the steamer Macedonian was on her way 


| with cight hundred troops to bombard the city and-re- 
|inforce Major Anderson. 


He could not convince them 
to the contrary, and expresses the opinion that they 
cannot long hold out in their present condition, unless 
Georgia comes to their relief. No vessel entered or 
left the harbor while they were there.” 

It is also said that the merchants, alarmed for their 
property, have removed their valuable goods to tie 
interior. Business is at an end, and some of the stores 
are closed; traders are the fiest and greatest losers by 
the secession movement. The hotels at Charleston 
have few patrons, and their business for the winter is 
ruined. 

Much disaffection exists among the German and 
Irish volunteer troops at Charleston, who are taken 
away from their business and homes to perform mili- 
tary duty, while the secession leaders are enjoying the 
luxury of treason comfortabiy, and without any per- 
sonal exposure. 

The rumor that the steamer Star of the West has 
sailed for Charleston with reinforcements for Major 
Anderson is ascertained to be a fact. 

The Government is hourly expecting intelligence of 
a startling character, as the people of Charleston have 
threatened to prevent the landing of troops at Fort 
Sumter. 

It is expected that the steamer will be sunk, if the 
traitors possess sufficient force to accomplish it; but 
they will doubtless be obliged to encounter a stern re- 
sistanee, not only from the military on board the 


| steamer, but from Major Anderson’s garrison in Fort 


Sumter. . 

A private letter received in New York, dated Colum- 
bia, S. C., Jan. 1, contains the following: ‘We are 
this day drafting our quota of men to go to Charleston 
All the other Southern States are sending 
men to us daily, and the prospect is we shall have seri- 
All the men over sixty are forming a 
regiment to mount guard at Columbia, during the ab- 
sence of ous regular troops and artillery.” 

The vow in Congress, upon the resolution approv- 
ing the course of Major Anderson, and sustaining the 
President in not recalling him, is regarded by the 
Southern men as indicating a majority favorable to the 
passage of a force bill. They*are intensely excited, 
and threaten vengeance if a force bill is attempted to 
be passed. The Republicans also regard it as showing 
a majority in favor of such a measure. 

| ‘Lhe Senators of the States which have called Con- 
| ventions have adopted the following resolutions :— 

“First, We recommend to our States immediate se- 
cession. 

Second, We recommend holding a Convention at 
Montgomery, Alabama, on a day not later than the 
15th of February, and establishing a Southern Con- 
federacy.” 

Another resolution was passed, considered confiden- 
tial, but understood to pledge the Senators to remain 
at Washington, and defeat army and navy appropria- 
tions and other bills, if proposed. 

Mr. Thompson, Secretary of the Interior, resigned 
on the 8th, on the ground that troops had been sent to 
| Charleston by the steamer Star of the West, when, as 
he alleges, there was a distinct understanding on the 
S1st of December that none were to be ordered to the 
South without the decision of the Cabinet. 

The U.S. arsenal at Mobile was taken on the morn- 
jing of January 4. It contains six stand of arms, 1500 
| barrels of powder, and 300,000 rounds of cartridges. 
No defence was made. Fort Morgan was also taken 
| during the night, and garrisoned by 2J0 Mobile troops. 
| 
| Cuarveston, Jan. 5. <A. B. Longstreet, President 
} of the South Carolina College, issues a pamphlet en- 
| titled “Shail South Carolina Begin War?” He ear- 
| nestly desires that the Collector on board the Harriet 
| Lane be allowed to land, be treated politely, introduced 
jto Mr. Colcock, and every means used by the two 
| Collectors to settle their respective claims in a spirit 
| of courtesy and kindness. 
| If the forts were reinforced, there would be an un- 
| fair conflict; hundreds of our sons would be slain, 
| Moultrie would become deserted, and the wrath of the 
| United States be brought on our devoted city. He 
|implores his fellow-citizens to let the first shot come 
| from the enemy. 
| Reports from Charleston state that the troops are 
suffering severely from sickness and exposure. ‘There 
is no business doing. The city is in the hands of a 
| mob. 

The Governor has received a telegram from Mayor 
Munroe of New Orleans, stating that New Orleans 
| fully sympathized with Charleston in the perils to 
| which she is exposed, and will not fail to support her 
| when occasion requires. 
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AFrratrs AT THE Soutu As REFLectep From Prr- 
|VATE Sources. A gentleman recently from Charles- 
| ton, and who has resided there for several years, says 
| the people at the North can form no idea of the excite- 
| ment which exists in that city. He believes that the 
| people are as much insane as most of those who are in 
jour mad-houses, and nothing but a sound drubbing will 

dispel their illusions. They have the most exaggera- 

ted notions of their own strength and importance, and 
the most ridiculous ideas of Northern dependence upon 
ihetr countenance and favor. They acknowledge the 
business stagnation in their own city, but seem to take 
a patriotic pride in their pecuniary sufferings, believing 
that the distress and destitution at the North is tenfold 
greater. It is the universal belief that the danger of 
bread riots in the large cities of the North is imminent 
—that the manufactories are all stopped—and that the 
operatives are starving. They express a great deal of 
sympathy for our poor, but say they have nobody to 
blame but themselves for their abject condition. They 
laugh to scorn the idea of coercion on the part of the 
General Government, and say the first blow struck will 
be the signal for a civil war at the North, in which the 
Democratic and Bell-Everett parties will throttle the 
Republicans, and insist that the independence of the 
slave States shall be acknowledged. 

In short, like the fly on the chariot wheel, they en- 
tertain the most exaggerated ideas of their own impor- 
tance and power. These ideas are fanned by the lead- 
ers of the mob—for the control is virtually in the hands 
of the mob—and whatever can be gleaned from’ North- 
ern papers to strengthen the delusion is diligently cir- 
culated. As their own papers do not show the business 
stagnation and the destitution which exist in Charles- 
ton, they imagine that the Northern press is also pru- 
dentially silent upon the social and business condition 
of the free States. They are expecting every day that 
the North will come down on its knees to South Caro- 
lina, and beg her to remain in the Union. 

How the delusion of the citizens of the Palmetto 
State is to be banished cannot now be anticipated, 
though time and the thickening dangers about them, 
will probably solve the problem.—Journal. 


> - 


Stavers Carturep. The U.S. steamer Mohawk, 
Lieutenant Craven, hag recently seized two vessels 
fitted out for the slave trade, while cruising off the 
Cuban coast. One was the brig Iowa, and the other 
the barque Mary L. Kimball, of New Orleans. They 
were taken to Key West and placed in custody of the 
U.S. Marshal. 


A large meeting was held at Hamilton, C. W., 
on Wednesday evening, in relation to the Anderson 
fugitive slave case. Speeches were made justifying 
Anderson’s escape, and resolutions were adopted to 
use every exertion to prevent his rendition. The 

adians are greatly excited about this matter. 


IR Several slaves have been arrested at Manches- 
ter, near Richmond, Va., on the charge of insubordi- 
nation, and conspiring to form an insurrection. 





SovtTnerners IN WASHINGTON. The Washington 
correspondent of the New York Times says :— 

“ There is already a considerable number of South- 
ern men here. Many of them, but almost invariably 
such as appear to be under age, wear the blue cockade, 
which is the fashionable badge of treason. ‘Their num- 
ber and power were attested by the uproarious applause 
which greeted the treasonable speech of Renjamin on 
Monday last. Men of this stamp have no hesitation in 
threatening the overthrow of the Government ; and 
would put Hannibal to the blash by their fluent dis- 
course upon the art of war. . 

But let me not underrate the importatice of these 
threats. It is said that revolutions are always precipi- 
| tated by the daring of a few leaders, backed by a mi- 
nority of the people ; and the history of the world 
proves that a hundred men, armed and organized for 
war, are more than a match for thousands of brave cit- 
izens who are peaceably going about their business. 
Weak as are the Secessionists, therefore, in point of 
numbers, when compared with the great miss of law- 
| abiding people, of ali parties, it would be a fatal mistake 
| to rest in quiet security, without an effort to counteract 
| their machinations. ‘They are not wanting in courage 

and audacity, and there are men among them who fre 
| not unfamiliar with military science.” 





=_ 


Horrere Merperry Staves. Lucius Woodruff, 
a wealthy citizen of Weldon, Northampton County, N. 
| C., has been murdered by his slaves, under horrible 
itortures. The negroes, with the exception of the 
ringleader, have been arrested. ‘There are rumors (of 
|eourse) that Abolitionists are at the bottom of the 
crime. A determination is expressed to hang all the 
slaves concerned in the affair, immediately. 
I@> A meeting was held at Norfolk, (Va.) on the 
7th inst., which favored secession, the arming of the 
State, and denouncing coercion. 





tar NO COMPROMISE WITH SLAVEHOLDERS.— 
Yonventions, in the State of New York, to be addressed 
»y Rev. Beriah Green, Rev. 8. J. May, Aaron M. Powell, 
susan B. Anthony, and others, will be held as follows :— 


tochester, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Jan.11, 12, 13- 
Utiea, Monday, Tuesday, x 14, 15. 
dome, Thursday, Friday, “ 17, 18. 
Jortland, Saturday, Sunday, a 19, 20. 
Fulton, Tuesday, Wednesday, - 22, 23. 
ewego, Thursday, Friday, " 24, 25. 
Port Byron, Saturday, Sunday, bed 26, 17- 
Syracuse, Tuesday, Wednesday, 2 29, W- 
Auburn, Thursday, Friday, Jan. 31, Feb. 2. 


Feb. 2, 3. 
The sessions of the Conventions will be afternoons and 
Afternoon sessions free— 


Peterboro’, Saturday, Sunday,! 
evenings, at 2 and 7 o'clock. 
Evening sessions, 10 cents. 
Tg Let there be a grand rallying of the People. 
The friends in the several places will give free enter- 
tainments to those in attendance from the country. 





ta” NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION.—The Fourth 
Annual New York State Anti-Slavery Convention will be 
held at Albany, in Association Hall, Monday evening, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, afternoon and evenings, Feb. 4, 5, 
6. Hon. Gerrit Smith, Lucretia Mott, Rev. Beriah Green, 
Ernestine L. Rose, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Oliver John- 
son, Rev. S. J. May, Aaron M. Powell, Susan B. Anthony 
wd others will address the Convention. 

Afternoon sessions will commence at half-past 2 o'clock. 


Admission free. Evening sessions at half-past 7 o'clock. 


Admission, 10 cents. 





tS” WOMAN'S RIGIHTS.—The Second Annual New 
York State Woman’s Rights Convention will be held at 
ALBANY, in Association Hall, Thursday and Friday, 
ufternoons and evenings, Feb. 7 and 8. 

Lucretia Mott, Ernestine L. Rose, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Hon. Gerrit Smith, Rev. Beriah Green, Rev. 8. J. May, 
Aaron M. Powell, Susan B, Anthony, and others, will ad- 
dress the Convention. 

Afternoon sessions at half-past 2 o'clock. Admission free. 
Admission 10 cts. 


Ee Be els ii 
| [gr SIXTEENTH COURSE.—The Seventh Lecture be- 
| fore the Salem Female Anti-Slavery Society will be given 
by Miss Satire Houey, of Rochester, N. Y., on Sunday 
evening, Jan. 13, in Lyceum Hall, at 7 o'clock. Admit- 
Cano.tne Baucn, Rec. Sec. gg 


Evening sessions at half-past 7 o’clock. 


tance five cents. 





| g3P IL FORD DOUGLASS will will speak at 
Groton, Friday, Jan. 11. 
} Pepperell, Sunday, «13. 


sient. allan Bitinninesiels 
| {SP MEDFORD.—Miss Satie Hourey, an Agent of 
| the Massachusetts A. 8. Society, will speak at Medford, 


Thursday evening, Jan. 17. 





| MANCHESTER, N. H.—A. T. Foss, Hewry C. 
| Wricur and J. M, Hawks will speak in Manchester, N. 
H., Sunday, Jan. 20, day and evening. 
| I@” FREE DISPENSARY, for Women and Children, 
| 274 Washington street, Boston. Open every day, from 12 
to 1 o'clock. 
The above institution (in connection with the Lapies’ 
| Mepicat Acapemy) is now open for the gratuitous treat- 
| ment of Women and Children, and for Surgical Patients of 
both sexes. Difficult cases may have the benefit of a Con- 
| siltation on Wednesdays, at 12 o’elock. 

Mipwirery. Attendance by duly qualified female prac- 
titioners will be provided for the poor, at their own homes, 
free of charge. 





fa" BESSIE 8. LOCKWOOD, M. D., No. 34 Auburn 
Street, Boston. Particular attention paid to the Diagno- 
sis and Treatment of Chronic Diseases. 
Ovrice Hours from 11, A. M., till 2, P.M. Nov.23—3m 





{3 SITUATION WANTED.—A lady who has had 
| large experience in matters of house-keeping, and who is 
| eminently qualified satisfactorily to discharge the duties 
| connected therewith, desires a situation either as house- 
keeper, or matron of some establishment, either in this 
city or vicinity. The best of references given. Address 
X., Anti-Slavery Office, 221 Washington street. 





: The British Reviews, 


AND 


Blackwood’s Magazine. 





1 


THE LONDON QUARTERLY, (Conservative. 
THE EDINBURGH saat, (Whig.) 
THE NORTH BRITISH noresele (Free Church.) 
THE WESTMINSTER navzéw, (Liberal.) 

5. 


BLACKWOOD'’S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, (Tory.) 





TERMS, 

Per ann. 
For any one of the four Reviews, $3 00 
For any two of the four Reviews, 5 00 
For any three of the four Reviews, 7 00 
For all four of the Reviews, 8 00 
For Blackwood’s Magazine, 3 00 
For Blackwod and one Review, 5 00 
For Blackwood and two Reviews, 7 00 
For Blackwood and three Reviews, 9 00 
For Blackwood and the four Reviews, 10 00 


N. B.—The price in Great Britain of the five Periodicals 
above-named is $31 per annum. 
Republished by LEONARD SCOTT & ©O., 
54 Gold Street, New York. 
Dee. 28. 6w 
SELF-OONTRADICTIONS OP THE BIBLE, 
Fourth Edition. 
NE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR propositions 
theological, moral, historical and speculative, each 
proved affirmatively and negatively, by quotations from 
Seripture ; embodying most of the palpable and striking 
self-contradictions of the so-called inspired Word of God. 
Fourth Edition. Price 13 cents, post-paid, Eight for a 





dollar. Sold by all liberal booksellers, and by the publish- 
ag @ “ A. J. DAVIS & CO., 
ay m 


274 Canal street, New York. 





TRANSIENT BOARDERS. 

f bee subscriber has just opened house No. 77 Myrtle 
street, for the accommodation of transient Boarders. 

The location is a pleasant one, within a few minutes’ walk 

of the most central portions ef the city. Every exertion 


will be made for the comfort of those who may favor the 
house with a call. Rooms furnished with or without board. 
Terms moderate. 

Jan. 11. 8. NEWELL. 


3" The above accommodations are very ample and at- 
tractive, and we hope that friends temporarily in the city 
will give the worthy host a eall. 
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THE CRISIS. 
- BY JOHN G. WHITTIER. 
The day is breaking in the East, of which the prophets told, 
And brightens up the sky of Time the Christian Age 
of Gold ; 
Old Might to Right is yielding, battle blade to elerkly pen, 
Earth’s monarchs are ber peoples, and her serfs stand up 
as men; 
The isles rejoice together, in a day are nations born, 
And the slave walks free in Tunis, and by Stamboul’s Gold- 


en Horn ! 
Is this, oh countrymen of mine ! a day for us to sow 


The soil of new-gained empire with Slavery’s seeds of woe? 

To feed with our fresh life-blood the old world’s cast-off 
crime, 

Dropped, like some monstrous early birth, from the tired 

2 lap of Time? 

To run anew the evil race the old lost nations ran, 

And die, like them, of unbelief of God, and wrong of man? 


Great Heavens! is this our mission? Ends in this the 
prayers and tears, 

The toil, the strife, the watchings of our younger, bet- 
ter years? 

Still, as the old world rolls in light, shall ours in shad- 
ow turn, 

A beamless chaos, cursed of God, through outer darkness 
borne ? 

Where the far nations looked for light, a blackness in the 
air? 

Where for words of hope they listened, the long wail of 
despair ? 

The Crisis presses on us ; face to face with us it stands, 

With solemn lips of question, like the sphinx in Egypt's 
sands ! 

This day we fashion Destiny, our web of Fate we spin ; 

This day for all hereafter choose we holiness or sin ; 

Even now from starry Gerizim, or Ebal’s cloudy crown, 

Wo call the dews of blessing, or the bolts of cursing 
down ! 


By all for which the Martyrs bore their agony and shamo; 

By all the warning words of truth with which the proph- 
ets came ; 

By tho Future which awaits us; by all the hopes which 
cast 

Their faint and trembling beams across the blackness of 
the Past ; 

And in the awful name of Him who for earth’s freedom 
died ; 

Oh ye people! oh my brothers! let us choose the right- 


cous side ! 





So shall the Northern pioneer go joyful on his way, 
To wed Penobscot’s waters to San Francisco's Bay ; } 
To make the rugged places smooth, and sow the’ vales with 

grain, 
And bear, with Liberty and Law, the Bible in his train ; 
The mighty West shall bless the East, and sea shall an- | 

swer sea, | 


* . ’ | 
And mountain unto mountain call: Praise Gop, FoR WE | 
| 


ARE Frere! | 


Gales a Eee } 
‘‘THE LAND OF THE FREE AND THE 

HOME OF THE BRAVE.” 

(‘‘ Star-Spangled Banner.’”) | 

Perhaps your land is brave enough, though your “flag of | 


freedom waves” | 
With its crimson stripe of murderous hue, dyed in the | 
blood of slaves ; | 
And your couptry may be “free” enough, but you should 
still the cries 
That float, from up your Southern swamps, and rend the 
frowning skies. | 
Perhaps a land is “ glorious,” whose men are bought and 
sold ; a 
But from your banner, gemmed with stars, tear out the | 
crimson fold ! 
How dare you hang the flag aloft, to float beneath the | 
sun, } 
Which your fathers, with their noble lives, for you and 
freedom won, | 
When the clanking of your brother's chain is heard be- | 
yond the Stars? 
And is your Father's child less dear because of stripes and 


| lasting rest grudged ! 





[Translated for the Liberator from Hans Andersen, by R. R.] 
A STORY. ’ 


In the garden, all the apple trees were in blossom ; 
they had bloomed before the green leaves shot forth : 
in the yard, the ducklings walked around, and the cat 
also sunned herself, and licked the sunshine from her 
paws: and when one looked over the ficld, there 
stood the corn, each stalk alike shining in magnificent 
green, and a twittering and chirping could be heard 
from all the little birds, as if it were a great holiday, 
which in truth it was; for it was Sunday. ‘The bells 
were ringing, and the people were going to church, 
dressed in their best clothes, and all looke& so pleas- 
ed—yes, there was something pleasing in all: it was a 
day so warm and blest, that one could indeed say— 
God every where is very good to us men ! 

But within, in the church, the pastor stood in the 
chancel, and spoke so loud and so menacing! He said, 
“Mankind were all wicked—that on account of this, 
God would punish them, and when they died, they 
would all go to hell, and burn everlastingly,” zealously 
quoting that “the worm never dies, and the fire is 
not quenched,” and that no “ peace nor rest could ever 
be found’! This was awful to listen to, and he utter- 
ed it with such convincing sincerity ! describing hell 
as a pestiferous pit, where all the offal of the world 
flowed together, and there was no other air than the 
hot, burning, sulphurous flames—no ground or bot- 
tom, and they (the wicked) ever sank deeper and 
deeper into everlasting silence! His description was 
awful, but he spoke it from his full heart, and the 
people in the church were completely terrified by ft. 
Outside, in the meanwhile, the little birds sang de- 
lightfully, the sun was beautifully warm, it was as if 
each bird and plant said—How perfect is God’s good- 
ness toward us all! Indeed, outside, it was not at all 
like the pastor’s preaching. 





The same evening, near the hour for rest, the pas- 
tor gazed at his wife as she sat there absorbed in 
thought. 

“ What ails you?” inquired he of her. 

“ Indeed, what ails me?” said she. “I find I am 
not able to collect my thoughts rightly ; that I cannot 
justly comprehend what you preached to-day, that 
there are so many wicked, and that they shall burn 
everlastingly ! Everlastingly, ah, how long! I ama hu- 
man being, a sinner before God, yet I could not find it 
in my heart to suffer the most wicked to burn eternal- 
ly ; and then how should the dear God be able to, he 
who is so endlessly good, and who also knows how 
evil comes from without and within? No, I can never 
believe it myself, although you say it.” 

It was autumn; the trees were stripped of their 
leaves ; the zealous, austere pastor sat by the couch of 
one dying—closing the eyes of a pious, believing 
soul—the wife of his bosom. 

“Tfany one can find rest in the grave, and grace 
before God, it is thou,” said he; and he folded her 


Theyebore her to the grave; two great tears rolled 
down the cheeks of the severe man, and in the par- 
sonage it was still and empty—the light of the house 
was extinguished. She had gone home. 

It was night; a cold wind dashed across the head 


| 
hands, and read a psalm for the dead. 
} 


| of the pastor; he opened his eyes, and it seemed to 


him the moon shone into his room, but there was no 
moon. A figure was there, standing before his bed ; 
he saw the spirit of his dead wife, which looked so 
sad and grieved—it was as if it would speak to him. 

And be half-raised himself in bed, stretched out 
Iris arms toward her, and said, “ To thee also is ever- 
Thou sufferest! Thou the 
best and most pious! Is it in my power to procure 
thee rest in the grave?” 

“Yes!” was the reply. 

“And how ?” 

“Give me a hair, only a single hair, from the head 


ek 2 . 3 ee 
| of the sinner whose fire will never be extinguished— 


of the sinner whom God will cast into the torments 


sears ? | of hell.” 


Are your poor sisters’ souls less white because a darker | 
skin 

Covers the glow of Christian light that burns as bright 
within? 

Think you that Jesus’ pitying eye with less of sorrow | 


turns 
To the slave-mother, in whoso heart your scourge of iron | 
burns? 


Can ye not hear from out the heaven His warning voice 
to thee : 

* As ye do to tho least of these, ye do it unto me”? | 

“Ts there no balm in Gilead, and no physician there?” 

Is not your path to the sweet heavens by the same gold- 


en stair? 
1 
j 


Hath not your Savior left, for all, one universal prayer? 
And do ye think that God in heaven will make a pen of | 


j 
| 
gold, } 
! 


To keep the sons of Afric in—your brothers, whom ye | 


sold? lighted portal, the broad steps magnificently decorated 
The children of tho Heavenly King, who, for their Chris-| with carpets and flowers, and through the gay saloon 

tian grace, | sounded the joyous music for the dancers. The por- 
Ye labeled at a higher price upon the market place? ter in silk and velvet, with his great silver-mounted 
Go, rend their clanking chains apart, and lift them from | .:o¢ stood at the entrance. 

the sand, | «Our ball can be compared to that of the king!” 
= rant a wing of Liberty te tehengh Garg We said he, turning contemptuously to the gaping crowd | 

—* | . street. What he thought was plainly indicated | 
SOAR colee Jone Meanand Geigen shee — 2h Drapes fap ty = = and motions: “ Ragaineiine t you who stand 

ner waye, a 


Abroad, through all the glorious land—the land without 
a slave! 
(ininaiasinianrigniiiienuttian 
SECESSION. 
BY REV. MARK TRAFTON. 
They threaten now to leave us, 
False sons of worthy sires, 
Whose frosty souls have never felt 
The glow of Freedom's fires. 
With foot apen a brother's neck, 
How can they sympathize 
With Freedom's glorious light that shines 
O'er all our Northern skies ? 


And let them go— if go they will — 
Who shunned the well-fought day, 

When Plymouth’s sons refused to bos, 
But flung their chains away. 

Reluctantly they signed the bond 
Which Freedom’s signet bore, 

And grudged the boon to others which 
Our fathers claimed of yore. 


On each return of that proud day, 
When wo remember those 
Who penned that Declaration, 
The terror of our foes, 
They must with pain those words rehearse, 
* AN men by birth are free,” 
While on their auction-block, for sale, 
A brother man they see, 


The cannon’s rear — the wild hurza, 
The trumpets swelling strains, 

Blend painfully with whistling whips, 
And clank of cofffe chains. 

They feel the threatened judgment now, 
The iron's in their soul, 

While shades of coming sorrows o'er 
Their guilty conscience roll. 


Aye — let them go : the sun will come 
Back to this Northern clime ; 

Bringing, as it has ever brought, 
The seed and harvest time. ~ 

The tide will rise and fall as now, 
The moon will wax and wane, 

Oppressien’s sons, from every clime, 
Will crowd to Freedom's fane. 


Our free schools o'er the land shal! still 
The eed of knowledge sow, 

Oar churches, crowding hill and vale, 
The way of peace shall show ; 

Our ships shall sail, as now they sail, 
In every clime and sea— 

And we shall be, as we have been, 
The freest of the free. © 


“Yes, easily can you be set at rest, thou pure, 
pious one!” said he. 

“ Then follow me,” said the dead; it is permitted. 
At my side you can float whither your thoughts will ; 
we can penetrate invisibly to the most secret resorts 


| of men; but you must accurately select the one who 


is chosen for eternal torment, and find him before the 
cock crows !” 

And rapidly, as if borne by winged thoughts, they 
found themselves in a great city, and from the walls 


| and sides of the houses shone, in indelible characters, 


the names of the mortal sims, arrogance, avarice, 
drunkenness, sensuality—in short, the whole seven- 
colored bow of sin. 

“ Yes, within there, as I believe, as I know,” said 
the pastor, “live those who are doomed to eternal 
torments | "—and they stood in front of the splendidly 


| peeping there, the whole of you, in comparison with 
me, are but a rabble!” 

« Pride!” said the dead; “do you see?” 

“ That there?” replied the pastor, “it is only a 
| fool, a poor simpleton, not destined to the torments of 
everlasting punishment.” 
|} “Only a fool!” resounded through the house of 
| arrogance. That was each one there. 
| They floated on until within the four bare walls of 
| 
cold and hunger, an old gray-haired, sat with all his 
thoughts fastened on his gokd. They saw him fever- 
ishly spring up from his miserable couch, and take out 
from the wall a loose stone ; there in an old stocking 
lay gold coins. Anxiously, and with damp, trembling 
fingers, he examined his ragged coat sleeve which had 
touched the sewed-up pieces of gold. “ That is mad- 
ness, a joyless madness, beset by anxiety and evil 
dreams !” 

They quickly withdrew, and stood before the hold 
of the criminals. In long rows the unfortunates slept 
near each other. Like a wild animal rose up one from 
his sleep, and uttered a horrible cry. He gave to one 
of his comrades a hard punch on the ribs with his 
sharp elbow, and this turned sleepily around. “ Hold 
your tongue, you savage, and sleep! thus you do 
| every night.” “ Every night!” repeated the other. 
| “ Yes, every night this comes and torments me. In 
my rashness I have done many bad acts. I was born 
with a wicked feeling, which has brought me here for 
the second time ; but if I have done wrong, I suffer 
my punishment. This, however, I have not confessed 
to any one. When I left prison, I passed by the farm 
of my former master; my blood boiled within me be- 
cause of what had happened to me, and I struck a 
match on the wall; it may have been a little too near 
the straw roof. All burnt down. The heat came 
from the fire such as often comes over me. I myself 
aided to rescue the animals, and help in other matters. 
Nothing was burned, except a flock of pigeons which 
flew into the fire, and a chained dog of which I had 
not thought. We heard him yell out of the fire— 
and his noise I continually hear when I try to sleep; 


. 


and when I do sleep, so comes this great rough dog, 


Hear, I pray, what I tell you! You snore the whole 
night ; you snore while I can hardly sleep a quarter of 
an hour.” Again the blood rushed into the eyes of 
the passionate prisoner; he threw himself upon his 
comrade, and struck his face with his clenched fist. 

“ The wicked Matz has become mad again!” they 


shout to the sentinels. The other prisoners seized 
him, wrestled with him, bent him down, so that his 


head was between his knees, and then bound him so 





/every capacity that events, past and present, every 


firmly, that the blood almost gushed‘from the eyes and 
pores of Matz. 

“You will kill him, the unfortunate !” cried the pas- 
tor, while he stretched out his hand protectingly over 
him who had already too much atoned. 

The scene changed. They flew into the saloons 
of the rich, the rooms of the poor. Desire and envy, 
all the mortal sins strode past them ; an angel of pun- 
ishment read their fault, and their defence. ‘This lat- 
ter, to be sure, was not brilliant, but it was presented 
to that God who reads all hearts, who fully knows 
every thing, the evil which is born with us, and which 
we leave to that God whose is himself grace and love. 
The hand of the pastor trembled ; he dared not stretch 
it out; he ventured not to draw a hair from the head 
of a sinner; and the tears gushed from his eyes, like a 
stream of pardon and love, whose cooling waters should 
extinguish the everlasting flames of hell. 

There the cock crowed. 

“ All-merciful God ! Do thou give peace to her whom 
I am unable to ransom !” 

“T have it now!” said the dead. “It was your 
harsh words, your doubt in humanity, your gloomy 
belief in God and his creatures, which brought me to 
you! Become acquainted with mankind! Even in 
the wicked lives a part of God, such a part as can 
conquer and extinguish the flames of hell!” 

And the preacher felt a kiss on his lips, a shimmer- 
ing light shone around him, the clear sun of God 
streamed here into his room, where his wife, living, 
mild, and full of love, had awakened him from a dream 
which God had sent to him! 


—_> 


LETTER FROM MARIUS R. ROBINSON. 


Savem, Ohio, Dec. 25, 1860. 
Dear Brotuer Garrison: 

On Sunday evening, the 23d inst., a large audience 
of our most substantial citizens listened to an address 
by Parker Pillsbury, on the present condition of the 
country. He gave us, as was meet, in these stirring 
times, one of his choicest efforts. He made it clear to 





way justify the radical Anti-Slavery policy ; that our 
only way out of present difficulties, as the only method 
of avoiding still greater in the future, is, no union 
with slaveholders—no complicity with their crimes. 
The audience, composed mainly of such as have hith- 
erto shown least sympathy with our movement, gave 
evidence that they are beginning to appreciate the 
work of Abolitionists. They were not backward in 





the miser, who, meagre as a skeleton, trembling from | 


and howls, and worries me, and lays himself upon me. | 


| expressing their approval of the course of manly and 
| uncompromising resistance recommended by Mr. Pills- 
| bury. Indeed, the course of events seems bringing | 
‘all classes to a perception of the true policy. Said a 
Breckinridge patriot to me, the other day, “ Our} 
Government is going to be broken up; and d—n you, 
| you (abolitionists) have done it.” Happily, all the moral 
| forces of the country are tending to this end,—the 
zeal of Abolitionists, the folly and madness of slave- 
holders, and even the past and wicked conservatism of 
Republicans. 

Mr. Pillsbury’s visit to the North-West, at this time, 
is most opportune ; and if our experience in Salem is 
| a good criterion, he will sway the judgment and move 
| the hearts of many, hitherto deceived by their position 
and blinded by their prejudices. Thanks to South 
Carolina. 

Mr. Pillsbury leaves to-day for THinois and Wiscon- 
| sin, proposing to spend there some six weeks in labor. 
| Weare now, also, enjoying the benefits of Mrs. A. 
K. Foster's labors, in this part of the State. A quar- 
| ter of a century of labor has not abated her ardor, or 
diminished her purpose of bringing deliverance to the 
slave. Now, as in earlier years, she plans and works 
| as though all rested on her single will and arm. Sor- 
| rowfully, it must be said, her physical system refuses 
| to perform all the service she allots it; but her pur- 

pose and industry are unabated, and her devotion is 
jas single-eyed and unselfish as ever. Her audiences 
'are generally large. The true friends of the slave 
| welcome her with glad endperation: and many who, 
| for years, have been the dupes of prejudice, in regard 
to her, as well as her principles, now listen, and learn 
| with astonishment their mistaken estimate of her char- 
| acter and labors. 

All eyes in the West are turned to Boston. Your 
}mob of cotton-merchants and money-changers was 
| our first credible evidence that South Carolina was so 
| beside herself as to be in earnest. May Heaven pro- 
itect the James Otis of this revolution! He and his 
| associated heroes will, without fail, squelch out New 
| England tories, if Southern madmen continue their 
| folly. The North-West will be with you. 

M. R. ROBINSON, 
ania 


LETTER RROM PARKER PILLSBURY. 


Sreriine, (Ill.,) Dee. 30, 1860. 





| 
j 
| 





To rue Epitor: 

Iam having my first look ata prairie in winter ; 
jand my first experience of the severe temperature 
/ was this morning; and at ten below zero, it seemed 

to me quite as severe to face as twenty in New Hamp- 
}shire. Ihave heard it said that the summer tempe- 
| rature of ninety is more enervating here in the West 
| than ninety six near the sea coast. My own impres- 
sion is, that the rule of difference will hold, both win- 
ter and summer. 

And the wind sweeps over the prairie as over 

the sea. No grove or forest breaks its course, often, 
|as faras a wild horse might eanter in aday. The 
storms all seem like storms at sea. One might 
;think these vast plains were once sea; and that 
suddenly, while part of their surface was rolling in 
‘billows, and part slept serene and still, the whole was 
} suddedly eurdled into land, and so remains, flat or un- 

dulating, and almost as naked as before: 
| In winter, the lakes and the fiat prairie appear just 
jalike. The lakes are frozen, and both being cover- 
ed with snow, one ean hardly tell where shore leaves 
off and sea begins. 

And, fearful as are the storms and cold on the prai- 
| ries, thousands and thousands of cattle lie out all un- 
protected, from autumn until spring. Night is some- 
| times made hideous with their piteous howlings; and 
|many are sometimes found dead in the morning, ab- 
|solutely frozen. There is not timber fo~ sufficient 
| barns; but many farmers, more compassionate than 
their neighbors, will throw their enormous straw-stacks 
| into rude shelters, round, or under the lee of which, 
| the stock may be very comfortable. Many, however, 
| as soon as the grain is threshed, set fire to the straw, 
and burn it to ashes. I saw many such fires in the 
| autumn ; when a straw-mountain, burning, gleamed 
}up inthe night, at a distance of more than twenty 
_miles—the straw of thousands of bushels in a single 
| pyre! 
| The winter opened his terrible programme this year 
| earlier than usual—and a farmer told me to-day ‘that 
| not half the Indian corn in this region is yet harvest- 
jed. From where I now write, I can see enormous 
| fields of it, shivering in the wind. And the price is 
so low, that families buy, in the ear, for Jud, finding 
| it cheaper than wood or coal. There were times here, 
| before the day of railroads, when great quantities of 
| corn would stand in the shocks till spring, and then 
be burned to make way for the plough. In those days, 
| kacon was used for fuel, as well as corn; and farmers 
| would even give away well-fatted hogs, and thus save 
| butchering them. 
| You need not be told that anti-slavery work is no pas- 
time in this inhospitable slimate,with the mora/ mercury 
chilled also as low as Farenheit’s. But the people do not 
all sleep out on the prairies. Warm and hrrvé hearts 
jare here, as well as elsewhere. “No concessions, no 
more compromises !"’"—such are the cries. I have not 
yet heard among the Republicans one discordant note 
here at the West; especially since the last demonstra-> 
tions and declarations of the new “Republic“of South 
Carolina”! And to stand firmly there, is all we can 
ask, and more, perhaps, than we should expect of the 
party, in such a crisis. 
| Stull, our work is, and must remain the same, while 





} 








| slavery lasts: while Oppression and Injustice reign 
tie whatever form, in whatever clime. Our gospel 


has wrought the wonders we to-day behold. Faith- 
fully proclaimed, it shall subdue kings, and break in 
pieces kingdoms, till Truth shall triumph everywhere, 
and Righteousness reign forever and ever. 

The rustling of the Liberator is like the wing of 
the Heavenly dove. At the voice of Phillips, even 
the devils tremble. The stern demand of the Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery Socicty, “ No Union with Slayehold- 
ers,” is that breath of the Omnipotent, which shall 
never return void. 

Yours, with faith unfailing, 
PARKER PILLSBURY. - 





THE GEORGETOWN RESOLUTIONS. 


Grorcetown, Jan. 2, 1861. 

Mr. Eprtor,—I was pleased to see, in the last 
Liberator, a copy of the resolutions recently adopted 
by the church in this town, of which the Rev. Charles 
Beecher is pastor. These resolutions were passed by 
a majority (15 to 12) of the church, after a most de- 
termined opposition on the part of certain influential (!) 
members, who were evidently exercised lest the South 
might withdraw the patronage hitherto bestowed upon 
the shoe trade of this town. Perhaps it will interest 
you to hear how the thing was done. 

Well, these resolves were introduced at the regular 
Tuesday evening meeting, by the pastor, but were 
laid over until the following Sunday evening, when— 
after a prayer, reading the Scriptures, and singing the 
hymn, “ My country, ‘tis to thee ”’—the resolves were 
again read, and one of the deacons took the chair, 
when the fight began. One of the leading members 
led off, by attacking the afternoon sermon; thus, in 
ignorance of parliamentary law, introducing a subject 
not under consideration. After delivering himself of 
a somewhat lengthy criticism of the sermon, the mem- 
ber sat down, evidently well pleased with his effort. 
A brief pause, when another brother took up the 
cudgel against the resolves, and wanted to sleep about 
twenty-four hours on the subject, when it was sup- 
posed he might become sufficiently refreshed to act a 
manly part, by making his record as a Christian tally 
with his political professions of hostility to slavery. 

It is a noticeable fact, that, with one exception, 
every one of those who voted against the resolves is, 
politically, a Republican, and of course opposed to 
James Buchanan. But, like church members gen- 
erally, they were opposed to injudicious action on this 
irritating subject. 

Others spoke in opposition, but they were promptly 
met by the pastor, and the resolves triumphantly 
passed. 

Thus, you see, there is one anti-slavery church 
in Old Essex—the first that has taken decided action 
on the subject. When it was announced that the 
resolves were passed, there was hearty applause on 
the part of the outsiders present, greatly to the annoy- 
ance of the aforesaid twelve. This unusual demon- 
stration, on the Sabbath, and at a church meeting, 
occasions considerable remark, and is not generally 
approved, even by radicals. 

Some dispute has arisen in regard to the count, 
some alleging that the vote stood fourteen to fifteen, 
leaving but one majority ; and it is rumored that four- 
teen have signed a paper stating that they did vote in 
opposition. But whether they did or not, is whoily 
unimportant: there was a majority, and that purified 
the church. 


We have thus given a brief account of the result of | 
the “irrepressible conflict” in this church; and I) 


must not omit to mention, that one of the opposition 
advised the young to “beware of the corrupting in- 


revolution — ? ea Glee ant — it. After 
tis duty would be, be declares,— Bs 
“This duty cannot bility be performed in 
a State aoe no vedicte pore & a to issue 
process, and where there is no Marshal to execute it, 
and where, even if there were such an officer, the en- 
tire population would constitute one solid combination 
to resist him.” 

What language can describe a rebellion, if this 
does not ? and yet it is to leaders of this rebellion the 
President says “we.” “ WE t to be restrained 
from nt action”! Thus, distinctly classing 
i with the i nts ! 

Amazing! And yet, the churches are to kneel 
and pray for success to the schemes of this self- 
Who ever before heard of a Chief Magistrate, 
and @ommander-in-chief of armies of a great em- 
pire, say WE to rebels ? 

He ought to say rz. He ought to use the second 
person, and say, Throw down your arms, and sub- 
mit to the laws. But no, he says, “ Wr must be 
restrained from present action.” At the same time, 
he refuses reinforcements to the United States forts, 
and, by public message, throws the whole blame of 
the rebe lion on us, and commands us to fast and 
prey * 

J ask, then, if it be not a duty we must perform, 
to hurl back the charge of treason where it belongs ? 
Ought not every church in the land to say, Trar- 
TOR? Ke 

2. But what should we say, then, to his proposal 
to amend the Constitution? Ought we not to say, 
that to treat with rebels with arms in their hands is 
contrary to the first principles of all government ? 
Who ever heard of such a thing? Even the Di- 
vine Government does not do that. God offers free 
pardon, but every rebel must submit. Is it not an 
anomaly for the Executive of a mighty empire to 
propose amendments to the Constitution, so that 
rebels may yield? And ought we not, therefore, to 
say this in the fewest, plainest words possible ? 

3. Nay, since the very idea gives a kind of shock, 
as involving an attack upon our principles, ought we 
not to take occasion to say, in temperate language, 
that the amendment which the age demands is a 
withdrawal of that sanction the Constitution, whether 
rightly interpreted or wrongly, has been supposed 
to give to a sinful system ? 

The President informs us expressly that we are no 
more responsible for slavery at the South than for | 
serfdom in Russia. If’ so, why call on us to suppress 

i 





insurrections and restore fugitives? and why allow | 
the South a property representation ? Why should 


erty ? 

If amendments are to be made, and if that ques- 
tion is to come up, why not say that it must be in 
this direction? A line would be enough, viz.: The 
term person, wherever used in the Constitution, shall | 
not hereafter be interpreted to mean slave. 

4. And since the present distress is the grand 
motive used to bring us to repentance, why should | 
we not at once trace it to its true cause ? Not be- 
cause we have begun at last to do right. Not be- 


potism, thus far, and no farther; but because we did 
not begin sooner. Because we let .the system take 
root. That system which this church, twenty years 
ago, declared to be a sin—with which, and its abet- 
tors, we could hold no fellowship. 
suffered it to grow, and invade, and attack, and 
conquer, and tear in pieces, and devour. 


ing us to suffer the effects; using evil men as His 


really break off our sins by repentance. 
calmly, but distinctly, say this ? 





fluence of their pastor ’’—a piece of advice that, con- 
sidering its source, will, quite likely, be followed by a 
course of “masterly inactivity,” on the part of those 
to whom it was gratuitously given. The remark 
above quoted is but a sample of the tone used by the 
twelve, in the discussion, during the evening; and it 
is worthy of remark, that a forbearance was shown by 
the other side which, considering the provocation, was 
really remarkable. While I differ with Mr. Beecher 
on theological matters, as widely as any believer in 
Parkerism can, yet it is but simple justice to say that 
Mr. B. displayed, on the occasion of which I am speak- 
ing, a courage and determination worthy the highest 
praise; and if other churches and pastors will but 
follow the noble example set before them, the day is 
not far distant when “the sun shall not rise on a mas- 
ter nor set on a slave.” 


Yours, truly, Ss. P. C. 





THE PRESIDENT'S PROCLAMATION FOR A. 


NATIONAL FAST. 


Extracts from a Sermon preached before the South 
Congregational Society, Mass., on Sunday, Dec. 
23d, 1860, by Rev. Cuartes Beecuer :— 


The aren 8 of the great campaign, just brought 
to its close, were not radical. Many thought them 
censurably mild and conservative; but they were 
well meant, and in the direction of the elevation of 
Humanity and the glory of God. But States where 


tree speech and a free press are unknown, and | 


where the whole produce of labor is stolen from the 
laborer, have revolted, and are in treasonable con- 
spiracy ; therefore—and I now quote the words of 
the proclamation,—* let us, with deep contrition and 
penitent sorrow, unite in humbling ourselves before 
the Most High, confessing our individual and na- 
tional sins, and acknowledging the justice 
punishment.” “ 

Mark it, my hearers, that punishment which 
Southern rebels, corrupt politicians, Wallstreet 
stock gamblers, and State-street imillionaires have 
inflicted on us—* acknowledging the justice of our 
punishment.” 

And in this work of utter prostration before a 
corrupt and treasonous conspiracy, the Church and 
clergy are to take the leap. 

We, the professed followers of € 
our churches, and employ the sacred associations of 
the house of God, and the solemnities of our holy 
religion, to turn the tide of popular exultation into 
dejection, and transform a triumph into a defeat! 

Tell me, my hearers, is there no design in vhat: 


of our | 


tot, are to open | . ° ‘ ° : 
pen | shall pray indeed—especially for my enemies and} py which Benedict 


and the attempt to make use of the Church, to em- 
| ploy the eeclesiastical system of the country for un- 


| worthy political ends, ought we not to express, in | 


: heseteer” 
| unmistakable terms, our honest feelings ? 


rod, and threatening to dash us in pieces—unless we | 
repent of this sin; unless we think of the slave more, | 
and of ourselves less; unless we think of God, and | 
Why not) 


be sure that we say, ¢ 


almly, firmly. ; Sh gi iit 
loud as a trumpet, just that wort ~ With a yg : 
2 7 Nie 
a one to utter in such a day as thi TISt looks va 
¥ es is, = 
oe gt put on — to-day such a ees 
rejoice in when we loo} SUMONy 
. a > 100K hae . a 
judgment. Such a word, leas "ea bac from the 921 wat 
terrible only to evil-doers Hh rms true, ana : 


they have votes in Congress for what their laws call | which I had last night, and 
property,‘and not we for what our laws call prop-| petually a large black spot, like an ink-bloa 








° | 
cause at length we have said to encroaching Des- | 


| 


i 
| 


Because we have | it :-— 


Thefefore, God, in his Providence, is now suffer- | 


| 


} 


5. And finally, as to the proposed day of fasting, | 


j 


I doubt not we all feel that, however pious the | 
| words the President uses, the whole thing 1s a piece | 


What if the Pope should have appointed a day of 
fasting for all Christendom just after the Refor- 
mation broke out? What would the Protestant 
churches have said? But is not this a similar act ? 
Is it not a cunning and stealthy approach to the es- 
tablishment of a Spiritual Despotism? Is it not an 
ee attempt of a defeated Administration 


rious—Let us confess our sins! let us pray! 

Yes; power is sweet. Place is dear to those who 
have been wonted to rule. It is hard to pack up 
and begone. It is sad; it is mournful. 

And the low-spirited incumbent feels as though a 


would do him good. So he says to the victorious 
party—just about to move in—just about to ascend 





innumerable 
,; wounds, after all manner of discouragements and 


j after 


| 
| anc 


| sword. 


Suppose Cornwallis had issued a proclamation to | 
| the whole American army— 
| Or, no; weoyras King George had issued a proc- | 
| lamation to all Great Britain and the United Colo- 
nies, to hold a day of fasting and prayer! 
| I presume Washington would have said to the | 
| British: You may fast and pray to your heart’s con- | 
|tent; but we prefer to feast and pray. 
ito have a thanksgiving. 


souls. 


| Even so I, for one, say now. Other people may | at the blotch on my 


‘fast on the 4th of January—but so shail not L | 
|the enemies of my country—but I shall specially re- | 
| rejoice; and I only hope my friends and neighbors | 
will do the same. i 

Findfly, in these sentiments, views and feelings, I | 








| Seepem the Continentals at last had triumphed— | 
Washington was about to receive Cornwallis’s | 


}of hypocrisy—an — at spiritual usurpation. | olina?’ 


i 
| 


' 


weaker, the defeated, says to the stronger, the victo- | 


general time of groaning and sighing and sobbing | 


the heights of power—* Stop—don’t you think you | 


had better have a day of fasting and prayer ?” | 
Was there ever anything more absurd ? 


It reminds one of the siege of Yorktown—when, | 
hardships, reverses, fatigues, | 


» 48 We shall ¢} 


gave us grace to utter, to all etern ank God he 


CALHOUN'S REMARKABLE DEEAY 
* The following remark 


able relation.” 


why the incidents might not have ha 

As the Italians say,* Si non ha «kee 

any rate, we have never seen it CONtradicted 
Acted, 


change, * will commend itself to the atte e @ a we 

readers, without comment. It jx — L Of gy 

Baltimore Clipper of about five Vears ; — Tom the pr Aus 

republished it, as appears from iis hes Fala b they rating © © 

not vouch for the truth of it. though wee We be directed (6 
5 ee hy 


aan 


7 line- 


at 
A SINGULAR STORY, 


The following was published sey ral 
; ed severs 
and we believe proceeded original! i 


Years a6 





a Washington letter-writer. cee . Committee, 
count of its eccentric significance. psy Om ae. paper, vit * 
to the attention of the Charleston Me, . He Md it Jackson, ® 
The other morning, at the breakf es : 

friend, the Hon. John C. Calhoun ast table, ar ——— 
troubled and out of spirits. a seemed much 

gether a venerable man, with a aia oe be is aa WM. L 
Trish face, softened in its exprestion on’ ‘roteh. = 
mouth by a sort of sad smile. ina th re 


whicl Wins the } 
of all who converse with him, [hi bars 


white. He is tall, thin. and aioe 7 a V C 
you very much of Old Hickory. That h ean 

no one danbts; he has sacrificed to his ¢ Ts bone 

brightest hopes of political advancems latalign his 
up on the s 

al 


Mest 


arine of that necessity wlikiee Mlered 
i that can excite ambition—ey, nN the P ot 
the United States. eee 
But to my story. The other mors, 
breakfast table, where I, an unc beerved at the 
happened to be present, Calhoun was. 
gaze frequently at his right hand 


hips, 
ey of 








Q Was observed 


, and brnsh it 











his left. im a hurried and nervous manne =< A 
this so often that it excited attention, re He th 
of the ges composing the break Pipes on 
name, I think, is Toombs. and he “sg party —his Extracts | 
Congress from Georgia—took upon Linea wae entitled as 8 
the — of Mr. Calhoun’s diseuict; a = Wak A section 
* Does vour hand pain you?” hw act. : 
To this Mr. ¢ Shen re} lied moet: 4 ee a 
manner :— Pshaw! It is nothing! Oe the Fede 
is nothing ! Only a dream early Abolit 
Which makes me see er When Li 
' ‘ The Constit 
the back of my right hand. An optical ius x jated of its | 
suppose. of New En 
Of course, these words excited the curiosity of the We are = 
company, but no one ventured to beg the dat ae the victims | 
this singular dream, until ‘Toombs asked res bt : to slavery, t 
“ What was your dream like? Jp ost wares. ~* petuation, i 
perstitious about dreams, but sometimes they } Sad © nhant factio 
good deal of truth in them.” ii Me of a single | 
“ But this was such a peculiarly absurd dream” “f States of t] 
said Mr. Calhoun, again brushing the hiked ‘ke as plainly pre 
right hand ; “ however, if it does not tex much nas " e only shteros 
upon the time of our friends, 1 will relate it ~ ~ or the Afric 
Of course, the company wer profuse in their ex > He has no 
—_ of anxiety to know all about the dream, it to the bot 
n his singularly sweet voice, Mr. Calhoun related — between th 
"= ries, or the 
“ At a late hour last night, as Iwas sitting in py (QE the Constite 
room engaged in writing, I was astor * issues may | 


presence of a Visitor, who enter: - drawing of 














word took a seat opposite m table. Thi > pacts. The 
surprised me, as I had given particular orders to the >» more incura 
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to make the Church and clergy the tool of the Gov. would say, let us be united—as a church, as a soci-| That object, gentlemen, was a ske only 
ernment ! ety, as a community. _ |  «"Phere’ said he, ‘there are th slavery and 
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